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     Hi, I’m Mia Porter and I studied abroad in 
Paris, France for the fall semester of my 
sophomore year.  I had always planned on 
studying abroad, but did not know when.  
When I found out that I Professor Mills from 
Shidler College of Business was going to be the 
Resident Director, I decided to join.  I was 
worried about getting the credits I needed to 
graduate but because I could take two classes 
from a Shilder Professor, I felt like it was a 
great opportunity I could not refuse.  
 
     I am so glad that I studied abroad because it 
was incredibly exciting being in Europe and 
adapting to the local culture.  It was an 
unforgettable experience that I highly encourage everyone to embark on! 
 
     Before going to Paris, I was unsure of what to expect.  I had never been to Europe 
before, nor do I speak French.  I remember actually trying to cram study French a 
week before I was supposed to leave.  I was apprehensive about how the French 
people would perceive me as I was warned that they did not like many Americans. 
However, all of these fears quickly faded as soon as I arrived.  I was lucky enough to 
have an international buddy from the University come to the airport and help me 
get settled in with my host family. And they both spoke English! 
 
School in Paris 
 
     The University in Paris that I attended was the IESEG School of Management.  It is 
located right on the border of Paris in La Défense.  Being in the Business District of 
Paris, it was interesting to see other businessmen and women on my daily walk to 
and from school.  
 
     We were the first group from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa’s Study Abroad 
Program to be at this school, so we were very much pioneers in that sense. The 
course equivalencies were not set up yet but we were able to match up course 
descriptions and try to make it fit into the UH Manoa class credit that we were 
trying to get approval for. In addition to this, there was also a credit system 
difference as Paris works off of an ECTS credit based system. So, it resulted in 3 



IESEG classes equaling 1 UH Manoa class. It was confusing at first, but we managed 
to get through the frustrations and achieve a good outcome. 

 
The school itself was very interesting. It has a main campus in Lille, France 

and the Paris campus was rather new. It was underground and was a rather small 
campus. I took two classes from Professor Mills, our Resident Director from UH 
Manoa. I took the rest of my classes with other French students. The classes were 
taught in English and it was very interesting learning new ideas and concepts from 
the other French students. It was also interesting to compare the opinions we had of 
them and that they had of us. Although there were some students that kept to 
themselves, I made many French friends that showed me the way around and were 
interested in where I was from. One thing that I realized was how small and 
connected our world really is. For example, a French student in my class had a 
friend that just moved to Kailua! 
 
HOMESTAY IN PARIS 
 
 When informed that we were going to be in homestays instead of the dorms, 
I was a little worried that I would not fit in to the family I was assigned to or that I 
would not feel welcome there. However, this was not the case. My host mom, 
Nathalie, immediately made me feel welcome and relaxed in her home. She would 
tell me stories about her day and try to teach me a few phrases of French every night 
at dinner. She really became my Parisian Mother and I will always be thankful to her 
for that. I feel as though staying in a homestay can be a very favorable experience 
that teaches you more about French culture than you could ever learn in a 
classroom.  
 
GETTING AROUND THE CITY 
 
 Metro 
 
 The Paris metro or subway system is very easy to understand. It can reach 
almost every part of Paris and there is also the RER, which is a train that makes few 
stops, and goes faster. I mostly took the metro wherever I had to go. The metro 
tickets are about 1.7 euros and you can buy them a little cheaper in packs. However, 
to get the full experience of Paris, I would recommend getting a navigo pass that you 
can recharge every month. This card can be recharged weekly or monthly and offers 
unlimited rides for a certain price. There are some tricky things with the zoning 
areas in Paris so I would suggest looking into it. The majority of Paris is within zone 
1 and 2. However, the zones disappear on the weekends so that would be a good 
time to travel out of the city to visit Disneyland or Versailles! One piece of advice is 
to watch out for your valuables as pickpockets are everywhere in Paris.  
 
 As a student in Paris, you are entitled to a student navigo card called the 
imagineR. It offers a reduced rate per month and is charged automatically to your 
bank account. That being said, you are required to create a French bank account. For 



me, I choose this route and had a lot of trouble and frustration. The bank account 
took multiple tries to set up and the imagineR pass takes three weeks to process. 
The card is supposed to be mailed to your address but I personally had a lot of 
trouble with this, as I never received it. And when I checked in with the office in 
November, they said that my name was not on the mailbox (as I was with a host 
family) and they could not deliver it. In addition to this, there is a process to cancel 
the card as it lasts for one year. All in all, I would say that the regular navigo card is 
the easiest way to go! 
 
 
 
 Exploring Paris 
 
 Whenever I had the time, I would go either with friends for by myself to 
explore Paris. It really is the most beautiful city I have ever been to with small coffee 
shops at every corner, beautiful gardens to relax in, and so much more. The 
extraordinary architecture around the city and rich history makes it all the more 
special to be there. And what is great about studying abroad there was that there 
was no rush to see all the touristic sites. Also, with your France visa and a student 
card, you are able to receive many entrance discounts to attractions. The Lourve 
museum is free if you are a student in France! One piece of advice would be to go to 
Versailles when there are flowers in the garden. I went in the winter and although it 
was breathtaking, I heard it was better with the flowers. Also, the Eiffel tower can be 
extremely crowded during the summer time for the tourist season, so I suggest not 
going this time as it is more enjoyable with less people.  
 
 
TRAVELING IN EUROPE 
 
 As I have never been to Europe before, I was very determined to travel 
around the continent. I purchased a Eurail Pass for four countries and 7 days of 
travel that allowed for reduced train ticket prices. The key for this to be a success 
was to book the trips and tickets early, as the prices increase if you wait. Our study 
abroad group from UH would travel together and visit other countries on the 
weekends. As I have never traveled in a foreign place by myself before, I was so 
thankful to have them with me. We also had so many crazy and memorable 
experiences together. We had to be responsible to plan our trips and get back in 
time for classes during the week. It was stressful at times but incredibly worth it! 
We ended up traveling around France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands and the UK. I 
learned so much from these experiences, met so many amazing people and probably 
took way too many pictures! 
 
  
Concluding… 
  



 Studying abroad in Europe has changed my outlook on the world. Living on 
such a small island, I didn’t realize how big the world was. It only inspired me to 
travel and experience more. In addition to this, studying abroad at a business school 
in Paris gave be the opportunity to learn how the French approach business and 
learn from a wide variety of professors from around the world. I will definitely use 
the knowledge I gained to help me get ahead in my educational and career goals.  
 
 Exploring Europe was such an exhilarating experience. Being in charge of 
where you go, what you want to see, what you want to do was interesting as it 
taught me how to have fun and be responsible for myself at the same time. It taught 
me to be independent as well as work together with my travel group to solve 
whatever problems arose. And through traveling with my group, we all became so 
close-knit and built life long friendships.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 



 



 


