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School of Accountancy 
College of Business Administration 

University of Hawaii at Manoa 
ACC 660 Analysis and Decision-Making 

Fall 2006 
Mondays, 18:00 to 20:45, BUSAD E201 

Instructor Information 
Dr. Roger Debreceny, other faculty in the School of Accountancy and leaders of the 
Accounting Profession from Hawai`i. 

Email: rogersd@hawaii.edu roger@debreceny.com  

Homepage: http://www.debreceny.com  

MSN Messenger ID: roger@debreceny.com  

Skype ID: rogerd99 

Phone: (808) 956 8545 

Cell Phone: (808) 393 1352 

Office Hours: By appointment – phone, email or ping on MSN Messenger (account: 
roger@debreceny.com). 

Class Administration Information 

Prerequisites:  

ACC 407 or ACC 606, and ACC 619 (or concurrent). Students who do not meet the 
prerequisite requirements will be dropped after being checked at any time, even 
after the drop date. This course is a capstone course and only MAcc students may 
take this course. Any student who is not a MAcc student will be dropped from the 
class. Unless approved by the Director of the School of Accountancy, MAcc students 
should take this class during their last semester in the MAcc program. Therefore, a 
presumption is that students know how to do accounting research.  

Textbooks: 

This course requires no textbooks. This is a case study course and the instructor will 
provide the relevant case materials to you.  

Evaluation: 

There will be three types of assessments for ACC 660: 

mailto:rogersd@hawaii.edu
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Item Mark 

WSJ Quizzes and discussions 20 

Introductory Presentations 20 

Week by Week Sessions (12)  120 

Total 160 

The total possible points are 160. This mark will be scaled to 100%. I use pluses 
and minuses in grading. Although A+ will not make any difference (from A) in your 
GPA, I will assign A+ to those earn over 90% of total possible grades. The following 
scale will be used: 

Mark Range Grade 
0%-54% F 
55%-57% D- 
58%-60% D 
61%-63% D+ 
64%-66% C- 
67%-69% C 
70%-72% C+ 
73%-75% B- 
76%-78% B 
79%-81% B+ 
82%-85% A- 
86%-89% A 
90%-100% A+ 

Group grades:  

When a particular week requires a presentation, there will be an allocation based on 
content basis (normally 70%) and presentation (normally 30%). The allocation 
between presentation and content will be shown on the requirements for that 
particular week.  

Some presentations will be spread over two weeks – the group will be established 
for two weeks – half the group will present on one topic and the other group will 
present in the other week. The presentation grade will be allocated on the 
presentation that you make. 

Each member of the group will evaluate other group members and will assign a 
grade to the other members. Each student in the group is required to evaluate his 
group members within a day after the group assignment is due. This process will be 
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managed on WebCT. I will consider the grade that you assign to each other when I 
record the content grades for each session. Obviously, a student who continuously 
receives low grades from his/her group members will not be able to pass ACC 660.  

A Note on Attendance:  

You are to attend and participate in each class. There will be an adjustment to your 
semester grade if there are one or more absences without prior notification to the 
instructor. 

Withdrawal/Drop Policy:  

The student has the responsibility to withdraw from the course. Any student who 
does not attend class and does not drop the course will receive an “F” grade.  

Disability access:  
Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the KOKUA program for 
information and services. Services are confidential and students are not charged 
for them. Contact KOKUA at 956-7511 (voice/text), kokua@hawaii.edu , or 
Student Services Center, Room 13. 

Academic honesty 

It is inappropriate to “borrow” from other sources on your papers at all levels. 
Because UHM is an academic community with high professional standards, its 
teaching, research, and service purposes are seriously disrupted and subverted by 
academic dishonesty. Such dishonesty includes cheating and plagiarism as defined 
below. Ignorance of these definitions will not provide an excuse for acts of academic 
dishonesty. Students who cheat or commit the act of plagiarism, will be assigned a 
grade of “F” for the course and will be reported to the Graduate Division for the 
most possible severe actions. Be sure to review the UH Student Code of Conduct, 
which is available at: www.hawaii.edu/student/conduct. Below are the UH Student 
Code of Conduct definitions for cheating and plagiarism. 

“Cheating includes but is not limited to giving or receiving unauthorized assistance 
during an examination; obtaining unauthorized information about an examination 
before it is given; submitting another's work as one’s own; using prohibited sources 
of information during an examination; fabricating or falsifying data in experiments 
and other research; altering the record of any grade; altering answers after an 
examination has been submitted; falsifying any official University record; or 
misrepresenting of facts in order to obtain exemptions from course requirements.  

Plagiarism includes but is not limited to submitting, in fulfillment of an academic 
requirement, any work that has been copied in whole or in part from another 
individual's work without attributing that borrowed portion to the individual; 
neglecting to identify as a quotation another’s idea and particular phrasing that was 
not assimilated into the student’s language and style or paraphrasing a passage so 
that the reader is misled as to the source; submitting the same written or oral or 

mailto:kokua@hawaii.edu
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artistic material in more than one course without obtaining authorization from the 
instructors involved; or “drylabbing,” which includes obtaining and using 
experimental data and laboratory write-ups from other sections of a course or from 
previous terms.” 

Class structure: 

Wall Street Journal: 

An important element of ACC 660 is maintaining an appropriate professional 
approach to an awareness of the role of the accounting profession in the wider 
business and societal environment. As part of this professional approach, each week 
we will look at material from the Wall Street Journal that is relevant to the 
accounting profession. In most weeks this will take the form of a Q&A session at the 
start of the seminar. In some weeks, there will be a WebCT quiz. The Q&A session 
will involve calling on students to introduce a topic that is relevant to the accounting 
profession that has been in the WSJ in the previous week. 

As each student in ACC 660 is required to monitor the WSJ daily, access to the WSJ 
is important. Starting this semester, the College of Business Administration will be 
providing an on-line subscription to the WSJ to all our MAcc students. In addition, 
200 paper copies of the WSJ will be available to students each school day on the 
first and second floors of the College. 

Week by Week seminar programs: 

This class is the capstone course for MAcc students. The expectation is that 
students can perform research in different areas of accounting. Each session will 
cover different topics. The topics include financial, managerial, audit, tax, and 
systems. The class requires students working in groups to set out their research 
results in the form of written papers, role plays, interviews and presentations. 
The design of the course structure is to address those topics that leaders of 
accounting profession consider the most relevant topics.  

The invited instructors are leaders in accounting practice. They have agreed to 
donate their time and knowledge to improve the quality of materials delivered in 
ACC 660. The content and presentation of each session differs to accommodate 
the preference of the professional instructor attending and managing the class. 
Consequently, you or your group will earn a grade for each session of the class 
independent from the other sessions. I strongly recommend that you consider 
managing your time wisely for this class. Prepare your reports and presentation 
in the most professional manner. Please make sure that you write your papers 
properly. The spelling and grammar checker are available in Word for a reason – 
use them!  
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For your presentations, make sure that you have practiced your presentation 
before coming to class. I will assign the group members for each session and 
you will get a chance to work with different members of the class throughout the 
semester. I and the invited instructor will engage in intensive questioning of each 
group. 

The details of each week’s presenter, coverage and assignment will be available 
on WebCT on a weekly basis. I expect that you will regularly check your WebCT 
account and participate in the class discussions.  

The overall coverage of the class includes sessions on: 

· Investment analysis 

· Taxation 

· Internal controls 

· Audit  

· Financial Accounting 

· Management Accounting 

Membership of the groups and the content for the next week’s session will 
typically be released on Wednesday mornings. 

Introductory Presentations: 

In the first weeks of the semester, we will have individual presentations on current 
issues. A total of 20 marks are available for this requirement. Full details of this 
requirement will be made available on email and WebCT. 
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Week by Week seminar programs: 
Class Week beginning Content 

1 21 August Student Presentations 
2 28 August Seminar - TBA 

  4 September No class - Labor Day 
3 11 September Seminar - TBA 
4 18 September Seminar - TBA 
5 25 September Seminar - TBA 
6 2 October Seminar - TBA 
7 9 October Seminar - TBA 
8 16 October Seminar - TBA 
9 23 October Seminar - TBA 

10 30 October Seminar - TBA 
11 6 November Seminar - TBA 
12 13 November Seminar - TBA 
13 20 November Seminar - TBA 
14 27 November Seminar - TBA 
15 4 December Site Visit 
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