
Shidler College of Business
University of Hawai´i at Manoa

Distance Learning Masters of Business Administration Program
Spring 2017

BUS 629 – Managerial Finance David Hunter, PhD, CFA®

Meeting Days: Per schedule Office E602B
Virtual office hours before class and TBA

Office Phone: 956-8063   
Class materials available through Laulima Email: hunterd@hawaii.edu

Course Description:
BUS 629 provides a broad exposure to financial theory, principles, concepts, tools, techniques, practices, 
and analysis from the perspective of the manager. This class intends to introduce you to the basic 
vocabulary and concepts of financial management, give you conceptual framework for the analysis of 
financial decisions faced by firms.  Major topics include: time value of money, valuation of securities and 
firms, risk estimation, financial market structure, capital budgeting, capital structure, dividend policy, financial
statement analysis, and working capital management.

The first session of this class will be held on-site at Manoa campus.  The focus of this class is to develop 
proficiency in use of the tools of finance, particularly use of excel to model and prepare cases for analysis.  
This is a hands-on session and students will be required to bring their computers loaded with excel to use in
class.  Watch the Laulima site for downloads that we will use in the class.

Subsequent sessions will be through the Blackboard tool you are familiar with.  Lectures will be posted prior 
to the class and students should watch/listen to these lectures prior to the class session.  Readings will 
follow the schedule attached and students should read the applicable chapters prior to the session that will 
cover them.  As a warning: this is a great deal of reading so you may want to begin reading as soon as you 
receive the textbook. In the online sessions you will work with your groups to apply the concepts, principles 
and calculations to solve a mini-case.  After the session, you will have a follow-up case that is an individual 
(not group) project.  This follow-up is an opportunity to reinforce the material covered. 

Objectives:
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:

 Apply the principles of financial reasoning to business situations
 Assess business problems using time value of money techniques
 Perform quantitative and qualitative analysis of risk and return components
 Have a generalist’s understanding of capital markets
 Apply the basic principles of security analysis 
 Perform capital budgeting analysis
 Analyze business problems in capital structure, dividend policy and cost of capital

Textbook and Tools: 
-  Corporate  Finance,  A  focused  Approach,  Michael  Ehrhardt,  Eugene  Brigham,  Southwestern

Publishing, 978-1-305-88722-0 
- Access to excel will be required
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Blackboard Access: 
Please use the following link to connect to your    BUS 629 class:
https://sas.elluminate.com/m.jnlp?sid=2009377&password=M.F374A2613D173FADDCC98C2B020B76

You can access recordings of the classes above using the following link:
https://sas.elluminate.com/mrtbl?suid=M.F2C80FED332EF9B91735DAF1671AA4&sid=2009377

If you have questions or problems regarding use of Blackboard, please contact Masa Yamaguchi at 
my@hawaii.edu.

Course Grading Policy:  
Cases/Assignments (10 points each) 80
Final case 20

100 

The final grade awarded for the class is: A for 85 points and above; B for 75 to 85 points; C for 65 to 74.9 
points; D for 55 to 64.9 points and F for less than 55 points. 

Assignments:  
Integrative assignments are given at the close of subject areas.  These are individual (not group) 
assignments.  Instructions for each assignment will be posted on Laulima.  The assignments are due as 
stated on the Laulima. Late assignments will receive a reduced score.  No assignments will be accepted 
after graded assignments have been returned to the class. 
Assignments should be submitted via Laulima. When you load your file, name the file DLastFC1 where “D” 
means DELEMBA, ‘Last’ means your last name, ‘F’ means your first initial, and ‘C1’ means the case 
number.  Use no spaces, commas, dashes or other punctuation in your file name.

Grade distribution policy:
The Shidler College of Business MBA program adheres to the following grade distribution policy.  

1. The target for “A” grades in MBA core courses is no more than 30 percent of assigned grades.
2. The target for “A” grades in MBA elective courses is no more than 40 to 50 percent of assigned 

grades.

For a detailed description of the Shidler College of Business grade distribution policy, please refer to the 
Shidler College of Business Graduate Student Handbook located online at 
http://shidler.hawaii.edu/gradhandbook.

Academic Dishonesty: Instances of academic dishonesty, as defined by the University Student Conduct 
Code (http://www.hawaii.edu/student/conduct), will not be tolerated and any instance of academic 
dishonesty may result in a grade of “F.”  Further disciplinary sanctions may also be imposed by the Dean of 
Students in accordance with the fore-mentioned Student Conduct Code.

Student Handbook:  All information on student services, policies and procedures not mentioned on this 
syllabus are available in the Shidler College of Business Graduate Student Handbook.  You will be held 
responsible for understanding all University of Hawaii and Shidler College of Business policies and 
procedures, if you have questions regarding any of these items, please contact OSAS.
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Tentative Course Calendar:

*Changes to the schedule, if necessary, will be announced in class and by Laulima
Date Topic Material Assignments due

1 1/28 AM Tools of finance. Excel applications for finance 
decision-making Handouts

2 1/28 PM Financial statements overview Chapter 1,2

3 Tue, 1/31 Financial statement analysis Chapter 3 Case 1: Financial Statement Analysis 
4 Thu, 2/2 Fixed income securities Chapters 5 Case 2: Bond relations analysis case
5 Tue, 2/7 Risk and return Chapter 6
6 Thu, 2/9 Stocks and equity Chapter 7 Case 3: Stock and portfolio analysis case
7 Sat, 2/11 Cost of capital Chapter 9 Case 4: Cost of capital analysis case
8 Tue, 2/14 Capital budgeting basics Chapter 10 Case 5: Basic capital budgeting case
9 Thu, 2/16 Cash flow estimation for capital budgeting Chapter 11 Case 6: Intermediate capital budgeting 

case
10 Tue, 2/21 Corporate valuation Chapter 12 Case 7: Corporate valuation case
11 Thu, 2/23 Dividend Policy Chapter 14
12 Sat, 2/25 Capital Structure decisions Chapter 15 Case 8: Capital budgeting case

Final: Comprehensive case analysis
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