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Course Description 

This course introduces various aspects of estate and gift tax planning with 
particular emphasis on the nature, valuation, transfer, administration and taxation of 
property.  This course is intended to be part of the preparatory program for the CFP 
Certification Examination.  In addition to estate and gift tax law, this course also deals 
with aspects of income tax law, trust law, property law, corporate law, charitable giving, 
asset protection planning, and family legacy planning.  

 

 

Course Objectives 

As a working consultant, tax attorney and former CPA, I hope to bring to the 
class real-world estate and gift planning situations, experiences and 
solutions.  Therefore, the class will be a mixture of theory and practical.  Your learning 
and growth as a student in class will be accomplished by completing the reading, 
writing, and presentation assignments, as well as through lecture 
instruction.  Accordingly, if you commit to complete the assignments and actively 
participate in class, you will significantly improve in all three areas -- your reading, 
writing, and presentation skills.  Furthermore, you will gain and/or enhance your real-life 
business skills, be more marketable to future employers, be more effective at your 
current job, and be more dynamic in your client/customer relationships.  Finally, you will 
learn the necessary substantive terms and laws that will allow you to successfully pass 
the Estate and Gift Planning section of the CFP Certification Exam. 

 

 

Required Course Textbook 

 Estate Planning 10th Edition; Dalton, Money Education. 

 ISBN: 978-1-946711-77-9 

 



Course Requirements 

 Class attendance is encouraged and rewarded.  Each student starts with a 
generous “Class Contribution Credit” (3C) of 100%.  However, each missed 
class will reduce your 3C score by 5% points.  If you miss class, please 
remember that you are still responsible for anything that is discussed during 
the missed class. 

 Class preparation and participation is vital to your final grade, to your 3C 
score, and to making the course fun, interesting and valuable.  Please allow 
for ample time to read and reflect on the assigned readings and projects prior 
to class.  Other relevant 3C areas are: team presentations, classroom 
interaction, asking and answering questions, case study analysis, pop 
quizzes and completing homework as assigned. 

 Exams will be given twice during the course, a Midterm and a Final.  Exact 
dates and details will be announced in class. 

 

Course Grading Format    Sample Student Performance 

Class Contribution Credit 20%   95% (95 x 20% = 19) 

 Midterm Exam 30%     70% (70 x 30% = 21) 

 Final Exam 50%     84% (84 x 50% = 42) 

       Sample Student Grade = 82 or B- 

 

Course Assignments 

 Textbook reading plus research, presentations, and projects as assigned.  
Adjustments may be made at the discretion of the professor to enhance learning 
outcomes and/or maximize classroom instruction. 

 

Academic Dishonesty 

Instances of academic dishonesty, as defined by the University Student Conduct 
Code (http://www.hawaii.edu/student/conduct), will not be tolerated and any instance of 
academic dishonesty may result in a grade of “F.”  Further disciplinary sanctions may 
also be imposed by the Dean of Students in accordance with the fore-mentioned 
Student Conduct Code. 

 

Support/KOKUA 

Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the KOKUA Program for 
information and services. Services are confidential and students are not charged for 
them. Contact KOKUA at 956-7511, kokua@hawaii.edu, or Student Services Center, 
Room 13. 



Textbook Reading Assignments and Exams (Estimated) 
 

(Presentations, Research Projects, etc. will be assigned throughout semester) 
 
 

1. Chapter 1 
 
2. Chapter 2-3 

 
3. Chapter 4 

 
4. Chapter 5 

 
5. Chapter 5-6 

 
6. Chapter 6 

 
7. Chapter 7 

 
8. Midterm Exam 

 
9. Chapter 8 

 
10. Chapter 9 

 
11. Chapter 10 

 
12.  Chapter 11 

 
13. Chapter 12 

 
14. Chapter 13-14 

 
15.  Final Exam 

  



Professor Bio/Background 

Lani Starkey is the founder of Fifty Rock Consulting LLC.  A nationally-recognized philanthropic planning 

expert, he is an accomplished fundraiser, tax attorney, professor, former accountant, presenter, and 

consultant.  As a popular and sought-after keynote and breakout session speaker, he frequently 

presents at conferences and meetings across the United States on innovative fundraising strategies as 

well as traditional development best practices.  Lani is also an Adjunct Professor at the Shidler College of 

Business at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, where he - since the 2008-09 academic year - teaches a 

course in tax and estate planning to graduate and undergraduate business students. 

During his career, he has advised CEOs, business owners, doctors, judges, university presidents, 

professors, librarians, deans, scientists, lawyers, accountants, investors, K-12 educators, financial 

planners, celebrities, homemakers, widows/widowers, and many more. 

Previously, Lani was Associate Vice President at University of Hawaii Foundation where he led the 

Principal Gifts and Estate and Gift Planning departments. In his Foundation role, he was a lead gift 

strategist and regularly partnered with a large team of development staff and professional advisors to 

achieve innovative, high-impact, donor-focused solutions. During his tenure at the Foundation, he 

directly helped raise over $150,000,000, which notably made him the most productive fundraiser in the 

Foundation’s history.  In addition, he also led a fundraising department that raised another $50,000,000. 

Prior to University of Hawaii Foundation, Lani was a Vice President and Staff Attorney at Crescendo 

Interactive.  His responsibilities included teaching over 30 tax seminars each year, consulting with 

nonprofits and professional advisors nationwide, and researching and writing tax articles.  During this 

time, he became a prolific estate and income tax advisor, a dynamic presenter, and a well-respected 

planned giving expert. 

Lani earned his LL.M. in Tax from the University of Florida’s Graduate Tax Program, his J.D. cum laude 

from Pepperdine University School of Law, and his B.B.A. in Accounting from Texas State University.  He 

passed the California Bar exam and all four parts of the CPA exam on his first attempt. 

Lani is a member of the State Bar of California, Hawaii Society of CPAs, Hawaii Estate Planning Council, 

and the National Association of Charitable Gift Planners. 


