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Back to the Motherland 
APRIL 30, 2015  

 

Hello my name is Ryoji Iguchi, currently a senior at the University of Hawaii at Manoa 

majoring in finance. I was chosen as one of the Freeman Scholar recipients representing 

Shidler College of Business. 

To pursue my education in business, I have decided to study abroad in Japan at Keio 

University. For those who are unfamiliar with Keio University, it is one of the best 

business schools in Japan. In fact, I don’t think there is a single person in Japan that 

wouldn’t know about this University. I decided to attend Keio University, not just for its 

academics but to network with those who also have a similar mind as I do. More over, I 

want to study abroad since this is the one and only opportunity for me to be educated 

from another institution. I was born and raised in Japan until the age of six, however, I 

believe that I can learn more of the cultural aspects and knowledge of Japan by going 

there now. Furthermore, I have not had a lot of opportunities to visit Japan, and I have 

always been curious to go back to my roots and learn more about my heritage. I sincerely 

believe that being able to live in Japan for a few months at this age would expand my 

perspectives on this world immensely. 

I will be going back to my motherland in less than 4 months, and I can’t wait! For those 

of who are interested in my journey, please follow my blog  
 

--- 

Special Thanks to Mr.Freeman, Rikki 

Mitsunaga, Darrel Kicker, and Sara Otis 
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APRIL 30, 2015  

I personally want to thank the Freeman Foundation for making this opportunity happen. I 

didn’t even consider studying abroad until I was exposed to this scholarship opportunity. 

Coming from an ordinary household, it would have been impossible for me to finance all 

this cost myself. So, I am grateful for the Freeman Foundation to take off the financial 

burden for me. 

I also want to thank Rikki Mitsunaga for supporting me on this application. Application 

for Freeman scholarship is in fact a VERY LONG process. But without any hesitation, 

Rikki helped me from planning which courses to take, how I can prepare myself for this 

trip and pretty much everything else. I am glad I got to meet her here at Shidler school. 

Darrel Kicker and Sara Otis from the Manoa Interenational Exchange program have also 

assisted me on the process of the application. I can honestly say that I went to their office 

over 10 times in the past 2 months… Thank you again. 

If YOU are planning to study abroad, I strongly recommend making an appointment with 

one of these wonderful counselors. They will answer all the questions regarding studying 

abroad. 
 

--- 

Following the Roots 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2015  

On August 27th, My family and I (Father, Aunt, Uncle, Cousins) went to go see my 

relatives in Niigata prefecture. Niigata is approximately 3 hours away (by car) from 

Tokyo. We decided to plan our one-day trip for the purpose to not only see my relatives 

but for an annual firework show. Every year around this time, people in Niigata celebrate 

this day as “Omatsuri” with delicious gourmet floating around the city. 

Surprisingly, this was the first time in over 20 years to visit Niigata. And luckily, the 

weather was perfect compared to Tokyo where a ginormous typhoon was reported. 

As we entered our relatives house, they greeted us with a fancy meal; including sushi (my 

favorite!), tsukemono and “kujira-jiru”. People in Hawaii may criticize the “kujira-jiru” 

since the soup is made with whale meat!! Though, some may find it disgusting, it was 

one of the best soup I have ever tasted. 
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After dinner was the climax of the night. The firework show!  It lasted about an 

hour, shooting over 70 fireworks. We had the best view, where we sat right outside my 

relative’s house with a beer on one hand, my camera on the other. 

The one-day trip lasted only 15 hours long, it felt like I was there much longer. Not only 

the fireworks, but seeing my family was an experience I cannot forget. I hope to see all of 

them sometime soon!!! 

Here is a picture with all my family members!!  

 

--- 

9/26 Tsunashima Dorm BBQ 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2015/  

So today, we had our first dorm-bonding event at the river side right next to our 

dormitory. 

With over 15 students from the Tsunashima Dormitory, we had a BBQ right in front of 

the river!! 

It has been raining for the past week or so, but surprisingly, it was sunny all day. Making 

it the perfect day for us to do an BBQ!!  

Not only the food was great but chillin’ with students from all over the world made it 

more than just an ordinary BBQ. 

Unlike the BBQ we usually do in Hawaii, in Tsunashima, we cooked bread and fried 

noodles (a.k.a. yakisoba) on the grill! 
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After 4 wonderful hours, I was suuuuuper full….-______- 

I wrapped up the day by hitting the gym, to burn off all the calories. 

Another memorable day here in Tsunashima 

 
 

--- 

Tips for future Keio students 
OCTOBER 16, 2015/  

It has been over a month since I started my education here at the Keio University. 

Now that I am settled with the school life here, I would like to share some tips for 

students who are planning to apply for Keio University. I will share my thoughts 

on strictly for school purposes. (excludes tips on dormitories, transit…etc) 

First off, make sure you attend the orientation held on the first week of school. (pretty 

obvious….-___-) 

a. They will guide you on how to register for classes 

b. Give you a quick campus tour, which is very useful. Additionally, it will be 

your very first chance to make new friends in school. 

c. They will also guide you on how to open a bank account, commuter pass, 

buying a cell phone 

https://teekeio.wordpress.com/2015/10/16/tips-for-future-keio-students/
https://teekeio.wordpress.com/2015/10/16/tips-for-future-keio-students/
https://teekeio.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/tsunashima-bbq.jpg


 

Taken from https://teekeio.wordpress.com/ 

  

Second, you should double, triple check on which courses you want to take. 

Some courses including PCP (Professional Career Program) classes, and JLP (Japanese 

Language Program) requires signature from professors as well as an exam to check your 

level of understanding. I suggest students to fulfill these requirements ahead of time 

because you’ll only have the first two weeks to adjust your course schedule. 

Next, if you want to connect to the internet on school campus, you’ll need to register first 

at Keio ITC Center. Although it’s free, the admin will register you by showing your 

school ID. Unlike UH, Keio doesn’t have much computers provided for students to use, 

so I suggest students to register here ASAP. 

At last, if you plan on joining a circle (variety of organization run by students), the 

International Center provides a booklet for students to take home. Though the number of 

booklet is VERY limited… 

I am sure after reading these tips will help you. 

Hope this was useful, and one last tip…MAKE SURE YOU HAVE FUN!!!!! 

 

--- 

 

Going Global 
OCTOBER 29, 2015/  

Its been almost two months since I arrived here in Japan. 

Both academically and socially, I am enjoying every second of it! 

I wanted to share some of my thoughts as a student at Keio University. 

One of the important things about studying abroad is to network. Because you’re in 

another country, that you may be unfamiliar of, it’s the best chance to meet new people. 

Being shy is the worst thing you can do while you’re abroad. For me, making Japanese 

friends was easy since I speak the language fluently. However, a challenge I have faced is 

connecting Japanese students with other international student. I have an important role of 

being the intermediary by translating English to Japanese and vice versa. Successfully I 

was able to connect people from around the world, and below is a picture of us at an 

Izakaya. In the photo, we had students from South Korea, Japan, UK, US, Netherlands, 

China, and France. 
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I am so glad I got to spend time with my fellow classmates and hope to expand my 

network in Keio University! 

 
 

--- 

Life in Japan featuring Tsunashima 

Dormitory 
OCTOBER 29, 2015 

 HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=LEL_UJZMAUI 

--- 

Halloween in Tokyo 
NOVEMBER 10, 2015  

As most of you have experienced the “craziness” every Halloween at Waikiki strip, the 

Halloween in Tokyo was not even close to that.. 

This year my friends and I went to Shibuya, center of Tokyo, to spend a night on 

Halloween. 

With over 500,000 people, LITERALLY about half a million people…it was one of the 

craziest moment I have ever experienced. 

I was pretty much surrounded by people, 360 degrees, yelling and screaming everywhere. 

Moreover, crossing the street (which was about 20ft long) took me over 10 minutes. 

Though, I’ve seen some interesting costumes, I couldn’t stay in this corrupted area after 

an hour or so. 
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I should’ve taken a photo of the scene, but if I were to drop my phone..I probably 

wouldn’t ever find it. 

But here is a snap shot we took at the bar. By the way, I dressed up as Goku from Dragon 

Ball Z!! 

 
--- 

Trip to Okinawa with friends 
NOVEMBER 24, 2015  

Entering November, the temperature has dropped to nearly 14 degrees, the coldest that I 

have ever experienced. In Tokyo, you will not see anyone on the street wearing shorts or 

rubber slippers like we do in Hawaii. This unusual weather has gotten me homesick… 

After planning over 3 weeks, my friends and I came up with an idea to escape from this 

freezing cold weather. That was to go on a trip to Okinawa. Okinawa is located 3 hours 

away (by flight) and its pretty much summer season all year around. 

From 11/18 through 11/22 we decided to spend nearly  a week in a city called Onna-Son 

in Okinawa. 

Just as we expected, it was blazing hot in Okinawa….. it was actually TOO hot…-_____- 
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With 6 of us, we traveled around the islands of Okinawa. We even visited the largest 

aquarium in Japan, “Churaumi Aquarium”. One of the only aquariums that keeps 3 whale 

sharks, unfortunately no picture of them.. 

Here are some pictures from the trip though~ 

 
 

--- 

Worst Day Ever….in Japan. 
DECEMBER 8, 2015  

This is going to be my one and only (which I hope) post about a time I DIDN’T enjoy in 

Japan. 

So on Sunday evening, I was out with my friends as usual. Just lurking around the city of 

Tokyo with a few drinks to keep ourselves comfortable. We started drinking at an 

Izakaya, then to Karaoke and finished the day at a bar that my friend works at. The night 

was fun, and we called it off at 4:00am to catch the first train back home. Since we were 

all headed in different directions, I was by myself when I hopped on the train. Normally, 

it takes me about 50 mins to get back in my dorm from Tokyo. 

Though, this time I fell asleep on the train and when I woke up, it was already 9:30 am. 

(slept a total of 5 and a half hours…). 

As I exit the station, I realized something was missing…..yes…my wallet.. 

My wallet that was placed inside of my back pocket, almost impossible to drop.. 

What was inside?? 

-7000 yen in cash (equivalent to around $60) 
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-Credit card 

-student ID 

-residency card 

-Room key 

-Insurance card 

-Hawaii driver’s license 

…..I immediately called the police, but it was too late… 

They couldn’t really do anything but to file a report. Unfortunately, there is not a single 

security camera inside of the train. 

Now I have to reissue all of my documents, buy a new wallet, and have a new credit card 

send from Hawaii. 

Speaking of my credit card….it was abused by some @#%*@!# guy who spent over 

$2,000…. 

I can’t even think of a word to describe how I feel at the moment. 

Sorry for the ranting…but I had to. 

And for those who are planning to study in Japan, make sure you keep your personally 

belonging in a safe place! and DON’T FALL ASLEEP IN THE TRAIN!!! never know 

what will happen…. 

 

--- 

New Years in Korea! 
JANUARY 12, 2016/  

Sadly to say, the only countries I have been to in the past were only Japan and in the US. 

Fortunately, I was able to visit Korea for the first time! And it was for new years!! 

From December 30 to January 2, I tagged along with my roommate’s (from Hawaii) 

family to Myeongdong Korea. What made the trip so great was not only spending time in 

Korea, but my friend’s father financed everything for me. From food, air ticket, gifts, to 

shelter. 
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Experiencing the culture and the tasty cuisine in Korea was something unforgettable. 

Though, the place was a bit different from what I had expected. The main road in 

Myeongdong was much more crowded than in the center of Tokyo. And the food was 

cheap! I mean REALLY CHEAP!! 

It felt like 3 days was not enough to explore the whole area. I would love to visit Korea 

again! Hopefully check out Gannam. Gotta do that Gannam Style!:) 

 
 

--- 

Exchange Program Reflection and Tips 
JANUARY 12, 2016/ 

At Keio University, I was placed in a program called “Keio International Program 

(KIP)”. KIP students are allowed to take up to four Japanese language courses and the 

remaining are business courses taught in English. During the 2015 fall semester, I 

enrolled in total of seven courses. Those were; Japanese Economy, International 

Accounting, IFRS, Japanese policy implication, Organizational Architecture, Food and 

food ways of Japanese history, and Japanese newspaper reading 6. 

As a Shidler student we know tough classes – in Japan their teaching is much more laid 

back, however that does not mean that you cannot work. Between Keio University and 

Shidler College of Business, there were few significant differences in the way the courses 

were taught. For most courses at Keio University, grades were based on one presentation 

or a report along with a final exam. The classes are split up into lectures and tutorials, 90 

minute session a week with a group. Surprisingly, I did not see students working as hard 

as we see at UH Manoa. One of the reasons could be the fact that Keio University did not 

provide a library or study center that are open 24 hours. Moreover, none of the courses I 

took did not provide any homework. 
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During my journey in Japan, I have decided to stay in the Keio Tsunashima Dormitory. 

Unlike the other dormitories provided by the university, the one I stayed in was a mixture 

of both international students and Japanese Keio students. There were some cons of 

staying in the Tsunashima Dormitory including; a curfew at 12:00am, having strictly no 

outside visitors, and the rent was slightly more expensive than the other dormitories. 

However, the pros outweigh the cons. The advantages of choosing this dormitory were, 

the daily meal plan (breakfast and dinner), dormitory events coordinated by the RAs, and 

most of all the opportunity to interact with international and local students. Because we 

had meal served daily, every day was a chance to meet someone new at the cafeteria. 

Personally, I befriended with people from all over the world, from Netherland, China, 

Korea, Germany, France, and of course Japan. Being put in a place with people of similar 

minds, it broaden my opportunity for the coming future. 

10 Tips for future students interested in Keio Exchange 

 Make sure you know which dormitory you’re going to stay in! 

o For convenience to school, choose the one in Oomori (they do have a strict curfew 

at 12 am) 

o If you want to mingle with both Japanese and other exchange students, 

Tsunashima dormitory. (does also have a curfew at 12am but you will meet a lot 

of people! and meal plan included!) 

o Motosumiyoshi dormitory- you can pretty much do whatever you want. No rules. 

BUT it is one of the most popular locations so MAKE SURE YOU REGISTER 

EXACTLY at 12am Japan time on the day of registration. 

o Plume, Hiyoshi, Shimoda- is overall good dormitory. 

 Check the courses provided beforehand. Unlike UH Manoa, KIP courses (those taught 

in english) accounts for 2 credits and JLP (Japanese Language Program) courses 

accounts for 1 credit. *Requirement for student visa is to take at least 7 courses in 

total. Amount of credit does not matter. 

 Get a commuter pass! Its similar to a bus pass. You can ride the train as many time as 

you want during the registered time period. But its only within the distance from your 

dorm to campus. YOU DO SAVE A LOT OF MONEY THIS WAY!! 

 Don’t be shy! Students at Keio University are very friendly, so go talk to them. Get 

out of your comfort zone. 

 Join a circle. At Keio University there are a lot of organizations you can join. They 

range from sports team to business clubs to traveling clubs. It does cost a little but 

definitely a great opportunity to meet others. 

 If you wear a shoe size above US 10, bring from Hawaii. Japanese stores don’t carry 

big sizes… 
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 For those who are planning to study during fall semester, don’t forget to bring winter 

clothes! It’s quite expensive here. Don’t underestimate the winter weather, it’s 

freakin’ cold! 

 Do Not Fall Asleep in the Train!! lol 

o I’ve learned this the hard way… if you read my previous post, you’ll know what 

happened  

 For advanced Japanese speaker, don’t forget to take the Japanese language 

replacement test provided in the beginning of the semester. For certain courses, you 

will not be able to register if you don’t take the exam. 

 At last……travel, Travel, TRAVEL!!!!!! 

o You’re in another country, you have to explore! For domestic train/air tickets, you 

can get a student discount if you buy them at Keio University. 

 


