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Congratulations                             
    VEMBA class of 2012!

It has been a memorable journey for all of us.

After thousands of pages of assigned reading, hundreds of 
photographs, dozens of assignments, and hours of karaoke, 
there are many ways in which our 22-month journey together 
is coming to a close. 

From another perspective, our journey together as VEMBA 
alumni and as leaders in the private sector in Vietnam, 
Southeast Asia, and the world is just beginning. 

We hope that this yearbook will help you to fondly remember 
the professors, classmates, and life lessons you have gained 
from the VEMBA program. We also hope that this memento 
serve as a catalytic reminder that we have a long and exciting 
journey ahead of us as VEMBA alumni. 

Congratulations VEMBA 4. Your hard work, passion, 
frustrations, and teamwork have gained you a valuable degree 
and an invaluable set of experiences and memories that you 
can carry with you into the future. Best of luck and health to 
everyone. 

Aloha,

Student Executive Board
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Message from 
           the Dean02

Aloha and congratulations to the 2012 graduates 
of the Shidler College of Business Executive 
MBA program in Ho Chi Minh City.

You should be proud of what you have accomplished 
in the Executive MBA program. Your perseverance 
has paid off in that you are now graduating with the 
premier MBA degree in Vietnam. You will also be 
joining a prominent Shidler College alumni network 
that spans Hawaii and the Pacific Rim, including the 
U.S. West Coast, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, 
and other Asia-Pacific locations. This alumni network 
is a major asset of the Shidler College of Business, 
and we stand ready to assist you in making alumni 
connections.  To utilize this asset fully, we encourage 
you to stay connected to the Shidler College through 
continued interaction with your classmates as well as 
other Executive MBA alumni in Vietnam.

The completion of your Executive MBA degree 
represents a significant milestone in your careers.  
The program not only focuses on developing 
useful business and leadership skills, but it also 
emphasizes conducting business with the highest 
ethical standards. Your ethical behavior in conducting 
business will pay dividends for society and make the 
world a better place for the next generation. 

Congratulations on your graduation, and thank you 
for allowing me to share this celebration with you.

 Vance Roley, Dean

 First Hawaiian Bank Distinguished Professor

       of Leadership and Management

 Shidler College of Business

 University of Hawaii at Manoa

If I had to recall one memorable thing about the class 
of 2012, it would be their keen spirit of competitiveness 
and cooperation. As a cohort comprised of highly 
successful business professionals from diverse 
educational and professional backgrounds, each 
of you have remained competitive, yet, was able to 
work cooperatively during numerous team projects 
over the last two years. As one of the most successful 
American industrialists and innovators, Henry Ford 
said, “Coming together is a beginning. Keeping 
together is progress. Working together is success.” 
In your own way, you have amazingly transported 
Ford’s message to the 21st century.

As the faculty director, it is gratifying to look back with 
this class of 2012, and to acknowledge that we have 
once again elevated the quality of our executive MBA 
program with three success factors: a curriculum 
that nurtures inter-disciplinary perspective in a 
diverse cultural environment; a team of instructors 
with exceptional qualification and unsurpassed 
dedication, and a striving group of graduate students. 
You have been part of this winning formula. 

On behalf of the leadership, faculty, and staff, I would 
like to extend my utmost congratulations and best 
wishes to each of you. Indeed, the future looks bright 
for the VEMBA class of 2012. Let’s keep working 
together.

   Tung Bui

   Matson Navigation Co. Chair of Global

      Business

   Faculty Director, Vietnam Executive MBA

      Message from 
the Faculty Director
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I greatly enjoyed teaching the course “Case 
Problems in Financial Management” in January 
of 2012 in Ho Chi Minh City!  

This is one of my favorite courses to teach and 
the class did an excellent job with some difficult 
cases.  

Congratulations on a well deserved M.B.A. 
degree and best wishes for a bright future!  

Aloha,

Professor Eric Mais

  
Congratulations on your completion of the MBA 
program. You have succeeded in one of the 
most rigorous endeavors of your life.  

Now you have joined the elite of society. 
Few among us have the chance to obtain 
advanced education. With that education come 
opportunities and challenges. I’m sure that 
the VEMBA program has provided you with 
the knowledge, skills, and network that will 
enhance your opportunities for success in the 
future.  

At the same time, you will have responsibilities 
to your family, community and society as a 
whole to lead exemplary lives. I’m sure you will 
live up to that challenge.
Best wishes to you all.

I always find it exciting and rewarding to work 
with VEMBA, both in Hanoi and HCMC, but I 
found working with this cohort particularly so. 

It seemed to me that, as a group, the students 
grasped and applied both the traditional, 
marketing-management material, as well as the 
less-traditional, service-logic orientation that I 
provided as quick or quicker than any cohort I 
have had previously. 

I also was delighted with the overall enthusiasm 
and the collaborative approach to learning. The 
last night of dinner and bowling, something I 
have not done in at least 15 years, will always 
be a fond memory.

I very much enjoyed the opportunity to work 
with you all during the Spring of 2012. 
You are a great class and I always looked 
forward to our discussions.

The term projects overall were excellent and 
I learned a lot from your viewpoints. Going 
forward, I hope that you will find the ideas 
about branding and branding strategy that we 
explored to be of help to you in your roles as 
managers. Please keep in mind that the most 
important strategic choices are positioning and 
targeting markets. Then implementation must  
be consistent over time.   

Branding works not only for products and 
services but also for individuals – so make 
sure your own positioning is clear and focused 
over time. All the best to you in all your future 
endeavors. Professor Jack Suyderhoud

Professor Steven Vargo

Professor Don Sexton

Best of luck for the future!
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How very blessed we were to help your VEMBA 
class learn and succeed! Your VEMBA journey 
occurred in a world of uncertainty. Even your 
personal environment changed as you studied 
for the MBA. We saw you  constantly question, 
discover shifts, and challenge assumptions. No 
book or lecture could have taught you what will 
happen. We cannot study the future until it is 
the present. But each of you in your amazing 
cohort, embraced the opportunity to discuss past 
experience and to “play” with ideas from your 
whole environment -- work, family, community, 
and fun, challenging classroom exercises. 

Unlike most MBA classes we taught before, 
each of you all chose to stretch out beyond 
the classroom. Each of you took responsibility 
for your learning through thoughtful, active 
participation, as you were truly present for your 
classmates, our guests, your colleagues and for 
us, your faculty. And, oh what a thrill it was to 
teach such a learning-full class! You are the class 
of 2012, living and working in a new paradigm: 
the new role models for generations to come. 
You emerged from our classes with growing 
values, thoughtfulness, acceptance, respect, 
tolerance, and the capacity to manage fear.

As your graduation day is approaching around the corner, we are feeling the emptiness in our 
hearts. As you are graduating and leaving us behind we recall the last 21 months with many fond 
memories…

October 2010 saw you experiencing the rough and tough Residence Weekend with lots of group 
work and late night studies. You were then constantly overwhelmed with the heavy workloads of 
study materials, from core courses to electives, from group projects to final exams. Yet when the 
going got tough the tough got going. You have always managed to keep your head above the water.
Your study smart, you work hard, and you play harder. The outing to Ho Tram Sanctuary last August 
revealed it all. You were a good team!

2012 has seen you harvest a great deal from the efforts you put into the program. You have now 
finished the long journey from good to great, from great to greater

At this turning point of time as you are graduating and heading to your bright future, we the 
supporting team in HCMC have nothing but the best wishes for you all. We hope you will come back 
to the school regularly and support the UH VEMBA alma mater.

Aloha,

VEMBA-HCMC Supporting Team

Despite so much change, one projection 
stands tall: you will succeed! You are in the 
top percentiles of your generation in multiple 
intelligence and leadership. In the near future 
you will not be judged by test scores or grades, 
but rather by what you chose to learn from them 
and by what you accomplish.Your confidence, 
depth, and performance will be measured by 
your relationships (particularly with family and 
friends -- please count us in) by your impact on 
them, and by how you add value to our world.

It was distinctly our pleasure to help facilitate 
your learning, and more so, to get to know you 
as the wonderful people you are and who have 
made such a great difference in our lives. We 
will always warrantee our work. Please feel free 
to contact us so that we can be your helpers 
and your thought partners! We hope our lives 
continue to intersect and that our relationships 
with you all sustain. Congratulations on meeting 
the challenges of the VEMBA vigorous program.   
Stay happy, productive, and healthy! 

Professor David Bangert and 
Linda Harris Bangert

Let’s master this world



Thanks to the faculty members and 
classmates, the VEMBA program 
has added a lot of value not only 
to my career but also to my private 
life. During the two-year-program, I 
have had surprising experiences and 
feelings that I will not forget for the 
rest of my life. 

“Small is beautiful.” 

I have loved learning many small 
and precious lessons from the 
VEMBA program, which created a 
huge influence on our philosophy. 
I would like to express here my 
sincere gratitude to all the faculty 
members and every classmate. I 
REALLY appreciate the great chance 
to work with all of you. In the near 
future, I hope that we can accordingly 
contribute to the society and our 
community together.   
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Le Tung BachNguyen Ngoc Thai Binh

Originally I only expected to gain 
knowledge when enrolling in this 
MBA. 

Though now I have become wealthier 
with friendship, life experience and 
pride that this course brought to me. 

My sincere thanks to faculty, alumni 
and the school. 

Vu Diem Chau Tran Van Dung

If my life had been much busier, and I 
was asked to choose an MBA program 
again, I would still invest “myself” in 
this intensive program since it has 
exceeded my expectation. 

I am grateful for the dedication of our 
faculty, I appreciate the helpfulness of 
our school staff, and I will miss some 
classmates forever!

Though 2 years had passed but it felt 
to me just like a collection of recent 
memories. I guess that was because I 
had the chance to learn so much not 
just in term of the knowledge but also 
from the people around me. 

For that, it has been a privilege for me 
to be a part of this great tradition of 
Shilder’s Executive MBA Program in 
Vietnam with my sincere appreciation 
for the program leadership, the 
faculty & staff, and fellow graduates.



VEMBA has made everyone exhausted 
at the beginning, with pressure that 
could make us sleep only 3 hours per 
day for ten days straight. However, 
thinking about the wonderful 
knowledge we gain at the end, it has 
been worth every minute we have 
spent. It is amazing that after two years I 
do not feel exhausted at all. I even wish 
I had another VEMBA course to attend. 
The knowledge is massive.

And the VEMBA network is massive also. 
I value all the chances I had to enrich 
my knowledge, business experience 
and ideas. And I really love all VEMBA 
outings and events. VEMBA is my family. 
We used to be a strong family and will 
be stronger in Vietnam as well as APAC, 
both in business and outings.

cr
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Huynh Huynh Hung

Nguyen The Cam Hoan

This program has been physically 
exhausting and mentally nervous at its 
best. It keeps us awake at 4am to meet 
assignment deadlines and shouting/
screaming at each other in public places. It 
brings out both the devil and the madness 
in one person.

 The completion of this program ascertains 
that study is easy if you can concentrate 
and make a minimum effort. However, a 
bigger dilemma for VEMBA candidates 
in Vietnam is the application of these 
enormous quantities of knowledge into 
their daily activities, their professional life 
and their career development path.

 It is believable that by failing to apply this 
knowledge correctly and harmoniously to 
the Vietnam market, or applying it blindly 
or dogmatically, the VEMBA degree from 
this prestigious institution will become just 
another piece of  “Wall Paper.”

 In conclusion, it has been a privilege to get 
to know each and everyone in the class. 
It has been an unforgettable experience 
to be able to study, talk and spend time 
with VEMBA 4. I would like to thank the 
professors, staff and classmates who have 
kindly and generously extended their help. 
Best of luck to each and every one of us!

In the future, I hope that we can 
accordingly contribute to the society and 
our community together.   

Tran Trong Hai

A friend of mine once asked how much the 
VEMBA program has helped me improve… 
“A lot,” I said.  “How,” he doubted. “ To make it 
simple to him, I pointed at a car in front of us 
and said: “Think of that car as a business issue. 
Before the program, I could possibly say: A 
black sedan running in front of us.

After the program, I could tell you that BMW 
760Li:

- is a luxury sedan, a flagship product for high-
end market segment; 

- targets Audi A8L and Mercedes-Benz S600 as 
main competitors; 

-positions with ‘V12 6.0L twin turbo engine, 
8-speed automatic, 4-wheel ABS, power glass 
sunroof, Dakota leather interior’;

- differentiates by ‘Luxury, Safety, and 
Performance’; 

- employs a premium pricing strategy; 

- goes along with its consistent tagline 
‘Ultimate driving machine’;

- builds a brand strategy on ‘Innovation, 
dynamism, exclusivity and aesthetics’;

- associates its brand with ‘expensive, 
precision, style, design, quality, luxury, 
German, ultimate’;

- and pursues ‘exclusivity and selectivity’ as its 
distribution strategy”

“Great” - My friend uttered.
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I leave this program both exhausted 
and enlightened.  I have not only 
learned academically, but I have 
learned a lot socially.  

I have had some great professors and 
co-students and I have gained both 
great friends and valuable knowledge 
and insight.   

Jeffrey Wigmore
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Huynh Thu Huong

The VEMBA experience has been one of 
self-realizing for me. Access to the latest 
knowledge of the fields, attending lectures 
by world class professors, working in teams 
of great people are among the valuable 
honors that I have had being a student of 
VEMBA Cohort 4. Time flies when we have 
a good time and I do have a very good 
time with my VEMBA class. At this parting 
moment, I can’t help but thank my family 
and friends for accompanying me in my 
learning journey, having faith in me and 
being proud of me going back to school 
after 23 years! And I can’t help but thank 
all professors of Cohort 4 who have made 
a difference in the way I think and see the 
world. 

I have learned so much from these GREAT 
professors Linda and David Bangert., Shirley 
D, Rosita,  Stephen Vargo , Jack Suyderhoud, 
Chuck Crumpton, Tung Bui,  William 
Chismar, James Richardson, Stephen Alter, 
Eric Mais, Wayne Cascio,  Tom Cargill, Don 
Sexton and James Westland.  Their lectures 
have taught me one simple but vital lesson: 
that the world is changing so fast and I 
will have to keep learning and renewing 
myself if I do not want to be left behind. I 
truly appreciate Thay Tung for his devotion 
and commitment to offering us the best 
faculty members and for being there when 
we need any academic help and support.  I 
appreciate the friendships with classmates, 
have learned a lot from each and every 
one of them and do look forward to having 
more opportunities to do so in the future. 

Last but not least, I am impressed by the 
level of service of our Director of Marketing 
and Recruitment Thanh Phan. He is always 
friendly and helpful! A big thank-you to you 
and your team, Thanh!

VEMBA classes have been fun. We 
all have up and down moments, but 
overall, the experience is invaluable. 
To me, one should not learn only 
the academic lessons, but also life 
lessons. You cannot imagine how 
much I changed myself in the past 18 
months, thanks to my classmates and 
lecturers. 

The result might not be satisfying for 
some of us – that I know – but this 
will be the period of time that you 
will never forget. After all, it is not the 
destination that counts as much as 
the journey does.

Thai Le Huy

Nguyen Tuan Khanh

In my opinion, I think that this program has 
been very interesting and necessary for both 
my job and my life. Besides the knowledge 
that we have gained about economics, 
finance, marketing, IT, and innovation, that 
can help a CEO successfully manage his 
company, we also learned a lot of techniques 
to solve real-life dilemmas and to make good 
relationships with colleagues in our jobs, and 
with our family members as well.      

We have had the opportunity to study with 
many famous professors from different 
universities in the U.S. We can learn the most 
up-to-date knowledge from professors and 
apply these concepts into the real situations 
in our companies. However, with the classes 
scheduled for 9-10 days continuously, we 
have not had enough time to read and 
understand all of the knowledge from these 
famous professors. This is a disadvantage of 
this program.

Networking with classmates and previous 
cohorts has also added to the value of this 
program. We can gain a lot by learning from 
the interesting experiences from people 
working in different fields. These good 
relationships are necessary for us in the future 
because we may need advice from experts to 
solve specific problems in our jobs. 

If somebody asked me for advice about an 
MBA program in Vietnam, I will advise him to 
register for this program. Although the tuition 
is very high, the quality corresponds perfectly.
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Nguyen Thi Anh Thu

Pursuing advanced study in an esteemed 
university was a target that I set for myself 
quite long time ago, but it seems not easy 
for me to do it at all because I was tied up 
with work and my family. I had postponed 
my overseas study plan many times before 
I found the Executive MBA program at 
University of Hawaii.

I don’t know which words can express my 
feelings of happiness when I found and 
joined this program. The program has helped 
me become a much more well rounded 
professional and helped me prepare myself 
for more complex and difficult business 
challenges. I believe such knowledge 
is indispensable for my future career 
development and will benefit me for the rest 
of my life.

For these reasons, from the bottom of my 
heart, I would like to express my gratitude 
to all who have contributed to bringing this 
MBA program to people like me and giving 
me an opportunity to obtain my target. 

Aloha!



I still cannot believe that I will complete my 
21 months with VEMBA 4 so soon. It seems 
just yesterday when we first met in Can 
Gio for the kick-off session. I have mixed 
emotions: I feel happy because at last I 
achieved another goal in my life – obtaining 
an EMBA – but I also feel kind of sad 
because I will have fewer chances to meet 
our classmates who have now become 
good friends. I will miss the jokes we made 
in class, I will miss those fun weekend 
lunches, I will miss those times our team 
argued in class about group assignments, I 
will miss all the wonderful professors with 
their wisdom, I will miss the fun we had on 
our class trip to Ho Tram, and above of all I 
will miss our wonderful classmates. I have 
learned a lot from their personalities and 
their professionalism. 

I hope we can keep our momentum going 
on and I’m wishing all the best for all of 
us. Wishing VEMBA all the best and I hope 
each of our VEMBA members can give a 
supporting hand to make our program 
become better and better day by day.

teamwork
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Sin Tuyet MaiNguyen Thanh Nang

When I started VEMBA I thought I knew 
something about business. After nearly two 
years in the program, I’ve discovered that 
I actually know very little. I think I’d like to 
master it someday, and I feel that VEMBA 
has given me a solid foundation.

I thank the professors for helping me view 
business – and myself – from multiple 
perspectives.  I thank my classmates, friends, 
and especially my teammates, for helping 
me become more strategic, more reflective, 
and more humble.  What I’ve learned from 
you has been invaluable, and I am grateful. 

I look forward to seeing where VEMBA 4 will 
go in the next ten, twenty, thirty years. I’m 
sure it will be fascinating.

Taking an MBA program has been a 
great opportunity for me to meet many 
professional friends. I have had so much 
fun working with classmates and it has 
been an unforgettable time. Thanks friends 
for your different characteristics (positive 
and negative), views, expertise, cultures 
and languages, which made my EMBA 
program more colorful. Thanks professors 
for surprising me with your deep, wide 
and practical knowledge of the global 
environment. I thought a lot before I 
choose to take this program. 

Sometimes, I felt like the straw nearly 
broke the camel’s back when I thought 
of whether or not I could meet the high 
requirements of program, the financial 
concerns, the challenging time for my 
family, and working full-time while 
attending school. But you are finally worth 
it for me to take the EMBA program which 
accredited by AACSB. 

Lillian Forsyth Nguyen Nhu Yen Minh

This program gave people at the 
management level a chance to refresh the 
knowledge we studied long in the past. 
The classroom experience has been truly 
unique. It offers a place where students 
have the opportunity to share valuable 
techniques and practical leadership 
lessons with classmates who might have 
had different experiences in different 
fields. I have great friends in VEMBA 4.  

The papers were designed properly and 
activities and lecturers were well qualified. 
We really had to try our best to complete 
the assignments with a high degree of 
teamwork spirit in order to meet the 
deadlines from Professors, although 
sometimes the deadlines were extended.
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I knew the program would be exhausting, 
but I didn’t expect it would take so much of 
my time and effort. My life totally changed 
after I joined this course. My adorable 
classmates gave me various great experiences 
in life and work. I haven’t had this much fun 
since graduating from university. We are 
competitors in class, but most of all we are 
friends and life-sharers. Even though we 
studied together for almost two years, every 
class is filled with new excitement for me 
when I go to the desk, sit in the chair and talk 
to the classmate next to me. The professors 
are dedicated, and I understand how much 
effort they gave to fully equip us with so 
much knowledge in just 10 short days. 

I am thankful for the opportunity to work 
with different people and groups in class. 
This gave me different views on professional 
working styles and personal attitudes. I 
especially love my first group – also my final 
consulting group – whose members taught 
me enthusiasm, hard work, responsibility, 
love of knowledge, teamwork, friendship 
and commitment. My two-year journey will 
end soon, but this will be one of the most 
memorable times of my life. Best of luck to my 
classmates and professors!
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Duong Phuong Hoa

Vo Tung Phan

Having worked as an engineer for 12 
years, I decided to get MBA degree at 
the University of Hawaii to develop my 
management knowledge and skills. I feel 
certain that the Executive MBA program 
has been an excellent addition to my 
engineering degree and was not a bad 
decision.

I have been exposed to new ideas, new 
skills and entirely new ways of thinking. 
The program cultivates analytical thinking, 
personal leadership, and innovative spirit to 
face and overcome real world challenges. 
Courses are full of global elements and 
pertinent examples that help me develop 
comprehensive solutions to challenges that 
I might eventually face in the real world of 
business.

MBA students come from different 
countries and backgrounds, so there is a 
unique opportunity for me to learn not 
only from the professors, but also from my 
peers. I have built a professional network 
with MBA students in the cohort, alumni 
and community leaders.

In addition to expanding my thinking and 
skills, the EMBA allowed me to acquire 
necessary communication and soft skills: 
team building, problem-solving and 
collaboration. I strongly believe that the 
experience, technical knowledge and 
critical thinking developed throughout 
the engineering curriculum combined 
with business and management aspects of 
the EMBA program pave the road for my 
successful career in the future.

People would ask me what the 
difference will be once I finish the 
MBA program and I just say to them: 

“There will be no difference once I 
have my MBA.  I already feel different.  
It was the journey.  And it has already 
changed me.”

Quyen Nguyen Tran Thanh Son

It was my pleasure to know and work with 
world-class professors and experienced, 
enthusiastic classmates who are passionate 
about learning. We have had fun besides 
the stressful courses and papers. I have had 
to work hard from the beginning to the 
end of the program. VEMBA is really the top 
MBA Program in Vietnam, and it can even 
be much better in the future. 

I would like to express my deepest 
thanks to the UH Shidler Business 
School and all the faculty members and 
administration and service staff for bringing 
and supporting this valuable learning 
experience to Vietnam. I also would like 
to thank my family - my wife and my two 
kids - who have helped and encouraged me 
during this journey to reach the finish line.
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My VEMBA experience has been 
exceptional. From the first day of 
orientation and throughout the program, 
my professors and classmates have given 
me the tools to learn and challenge myself.

What I value the most in the past two years 
has been the friendships that I have gained 
with faculty, alumni and my classmates. 
They have helped me focus on the smaller 
details while still reminding me to look at 
the big picture in whatever I do.

We may not be aware of it yet, but we have 
all grown immensely over the past two 
years. With graduation upon us, I believe 
that this is only the beginning of many 
great things to come for all of us.

Thank you for the honour and privilege of 
being your class president.

“Twenty years from now you will be more 
disappointed by the things you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do. So throw 
off the bowlines, sail away from the safe 
harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. 
Explore. Dream. Discover. “ ~ Mark Twain
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SiHeng TangNgo Quynh Anh

I cannot believe that it has been 20 months 
since I joined the VEMBA 4 program, and now 
I am about to graduate. All the difficulties 
and hard times are gone, but I will miss 
the moments in class. With great, devoted 
professors, a challenging study environment, 
and creative and lovely classmates, we have 
had an unforgettable time. We came to 
class with smiling faces, and we love sharing 
our experiences. I appreciate the difficult 
time we had. I have grown from the overall 
experience and feel more confident in life.

I believe that I will be successful in my 
future with the knowledge gained from the 
program. I will become a good leader who 
has 1L 2V 3E 4C and has H2O. It stands for:

1L: Lead

2V: Vision and Victory

3E: Earn the Right, Eager and Enthusiasm

4C: Confident, Consistent, Communication 
and Connected

H2O is the leader who has a smart HEAD, 
warm HEART in leading others to reach 
important OBJECTIVES.

I was lucky to be sponsored by my company 
and admitted to the VEMBA program. I 
have enjoyed unforgettable times with 
experienced Professors and wonderful 
classmates. I usually came to class feeling 
motivated for new knowledge, experience, 
exciting learning processes and the 
friendly ambiance. It was unexpected that 
all classmates have been so nice, friendly 
and willing to help each other. I hope that 
our class has more chances to gather after 
graduation and announce more successful 
entrepreneurs. I would like to say special 
thanks and best wishes to all our professors, 
the support team, the different groups I 
joined in, and my classmates. I wish that our 
VEMBA program will continue to grow and 
will remain the best program in Vietnam.

Tran Minh Tam Le Hoang Thanh Thao

Our couple had interesting experiences 
with VEMBA 4, where talented 
individuals gathered to study and share 
different knowledge and experiences. 
We agreed that the last two years has 
been a memorable time studying hard 
together with such great classmates. 

The program not only equipped us with 
management skills, but also trained 
us in logical thinking. These things 
have helped the students improve 
themselves and their career path.  We 
would like to say thank you to all of the 
Professors, and especially to Professor 
Tung Bui who brought the program to 
Vietnam. 
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I never thought I would go back to 
school, especially at my age, with a 
busy career, an infant daughter and the 
fact that I never really enjoyed school 
much before.  The beginning was the 
most challenging in terms of time 
management.  As time passed, I was 
surprised by how much I enjoyed and 
looked forward to each class.  I tried to 
immediately put to use and test what I 
learned.  The classroom and real world 
didn’t always agree.

The group work was especially helpful.  It 
allowed me to get to know some of my 
classmates better personally.  It helped 
me learn how other Vietnamese business 
people think, something I was not able 
to grasp at my own company.  Over the 
many cafe sua da, I also learned more 
about doing business in Vietnam the 
Vietnamese way.  

The most valuable assets of this program 
are the students!  I hope our class can 
positively impact the program and make 
others want to become UH alumni.  As I 
leave the program, I will take with me the 
valuable friendships that grew over the 
past 22 months, more grey hair and of 
course, my diploma!

teamwork.

network
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Vincent Truong

Nguyen Thanh Truong

This program has really met my 
expectations. I have truly enjoyed my 
22 months with VEMBA4. The academic 
environment is exciting, aggressive, 
open-minded and progressive. The 
courses are challenging and diverse for 
each student, as I had expected. It also 
motivated and inspired me by bringing 
real-work experience into the classroom. 
Our professors have demonstrated their 
brilliance and experience while teaching, 
sharing and discussing with us. They gave 
me an insider’s view of how to operate 
in the global economy. This program 
also gave us a chance to meet students 
from all over the world, and a variety of 
industries; they are the best of the best, I 
think. I have learned a lot of things from 
my peers.

Although all of the courses offered 
flexible scheduling options (evenings and 
all weekend), I think it was difficult for 
students to balance their lives during the 
course. We have no time to care for our 
families and friends. I would suggest we 
should not go to class on Sunday to allow 
us to recharge our energy.

Overall, I have been very happy with 
this program. It provided everything I 
wanted as a student. I would like to take 
this chance to thank our professors, 
classmates and office staff in Hawaii and 
HCMC for your work over the last 22 
months. Best wishes to you.

For me, VEMBA has been an amazing, 
strange and stressful course that provided 
me a new world of knowledge, language 
and experiences. On this new planet, I 
have gained a lot of new things I hadn’t 
known before, and met and gotten to 
know many awesome guys and gals. 
These people, especially the members of 
Mindbox team, have helped me not only 
in completing assignments and improving 
my English skills, but also in…drinking 
and dancing in freestyle patterns :) 

When I first set foot in this new land, I felt 
very stressed with writing final papers 
about new topics, in a new field, using 
new terms in … a stepmother language. 
:) But now most of these difficulties have 
passed away and I have realized that I 
have grown up so much. Moreover, at 
the end of the day I know how to start a 
business and how to apply what I have 
learned to my business. Now, I am able 
to do whatever I think is right in running 
a business, and enjoy the challenges, 
failures and successes that I have dealt 
with. Thanks VEMBA program and faculty 
so much!

Nguyen Quang Trung

Nguyen Hoang Van 

When I enrolled in the University Of 
Hawaii Vietnam EMBA program, I 
expected a lot of work, challenges and, 
even a little bit of fun. What I did not 
expect was a program that changed 
my way of thinking. Through VEMBA, I 
learned a lot about Business. I definitely 
increased my vocabulary and learned 
about people, and I expected all of this. 
More importantly, I believe I learned 
how to think differently. 

Through my classes I was forced to 
consider new ideas, solve problems on 
an inferential level and look at things 
from many different angles. What 
surprised me was that I learned as much 
from the process of learning as from 
getting the answer; that in business 
there is no exact answer, unlike what my 
background in IT taught me. I will carry 
this idea with me into my business and 
personal life. 

That ability to learn from the journey 
and not only the final destination is 
meaningful to me and I greatly value my 
time at VEMBA for teaching me this.  Our 
professors, each with their own styles 
and wealth of knowledge, guided this 
journey and we appreciate this.  The 
UH VEMBA staff also gave invaluable 
support during our two years. Lastly, 
my classmates, who come from all 
backgrounds – business and personal 
– who became friends and teachers, I 
am glad I traveled this journey with you. 
Best of luck to the UH VEMBA class of 
2012!
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When I was young, I dreamed of going    
abroad to study. But as time passed, I 
became busy with my career, and it seemed 
I had forgotten my dream. When I was 32, 
I visited the UK for a business trip, and I 
stopped by Oxford and Cambridge. Walking 
through these ancient, romantic colleges, 
seeing students studying passionately and 
old professors riding bicycles around small 
campus streets, my dream came back to me 
and I wanted to be a student again. However, 
it would be hard for me leave my job to go 
abroad for two years.

When I returned to Vietnam, one of my 
friends told me about the VEMBA program 
from the University of Hawaii, the only foreign 
Executive MBA program in Vietnam taught by 
the best professors from a famous university. 

I am writing this from the University of 
Hawaii campus. The school may not be old 
and romantic like Cambridge, but it still has 
the spirit of a prestigious University. I have 
been here for six weeks, and it has been 
unforgettable. Finally I’ve reached my dream. 
Thank you VEMBA for bringing me these great 
experiences.

teamwork

creativity
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Ho Thuy Tien

VEMBA has been eye-opening, mind-
expanding, and at times perplexing, but as I 
reflect back on the experience I’ll remember 
most the diligence and perseverance of my 
fellow classmates and the support network 
created through working together. When 
statistics brought confusion, people in our 
class stepped in to volunteer clarity. When 
advice was needed, people offered it freely 
regardless if you were in that person’s group. 

Our achievements are built on our own 
personal successes, but also on our reliance 
on each other and our combined abilities. 
Such reliance does not always come 
smoothly, without tension or without 
frustrations, but in the end we manage. And 
I hope we are better people in our work and 
in our lives as a result of it.

Tyler Watts

Ho Nam Tinh 

I think the greatest impression I’ve 
gotten from VEMBA is that we can make 
friends and good relationships with 
other people in the class.
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Dang Nguyen BaovyDang Lien Hoa

Aurelio Doetsch
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Nguyen Tien Phuc

Nguyen Ngoc Anh Duy Tran Hung Thien

Dinh Quoc Vu

Nguyen Thi Kim Phuong



Capstone Consulting Group has 
provided consultancy services to 
Indochina Capital Vietnam.  The 
scope of the project includes 
an assessment of Vietnamese 
core banking systems and a set 
of recommendations on target 
customers, market entry strategies 
to the second largest European IT 
Company, Indra.  We appreciate 
the opportunity to work together 
as a team, exploring the unknown, 
and developing and nurturing one 
another’s strengths to bring out the 
best of what the EMBA program has 
to offer.
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In our market research project, we 
learned about online marketing, and 
more importantly, we learned how to 
work together as an effective team, 
to produce a product that would be 
valuable for our client. 

“The Journey is the Reward”

The past two years in the MBA program 
has been an extraordinary experience.  
The meaningful friendships and 
network has been - and will continue 
to be - invaluable for each one of us.  
To the world-class faculty with whom 
we have had the pleasure of learning 
from; to the thoughtful and supportive 
program administrators; and to of 
course our brilliant classmates - thank 
you for the stories told, experiences 
shared, and lessons learned.Our consulting project has taught us 

that every team member has their 
own strengths and experiences that 
we can all learn from. 

When given the opportunity to 
challenge ourselves, each of us 
has stepped up at different times 
to make sure we stay focused and 
driven on the team’s goals.

Insight Consulting Group
Hai, Phan, SiHeng, Hoa, Son, Mai TEN Solutions 

Phuc, Phuong, Lien Hoa, Lillian, Thien, Vu

Mindbox Consulting Group
Vincent, Trung, Quyen, Baovy, Binh, Dung

Capstone Consulting Group
Jeff, Nang, Chau, Huong, Tam, Aurelio

network

professional

creativity
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EPS Consulting Group
Hung, Tyler, Van, Anh, Huy, Eric

Lotus Consulting Group
Truong, Khanh, Thao, Minh, Thai, Duy
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EPS Consulting Group was formed with 
students who come from varied backgrounds 
including finance, marketing, IT, Education 
and commerce, and it was such a great 
experience to work together in a team and 
learn each other’s expertise.

EPS had the opportunity to work with 
PetroVietnam Drilling Well Services for our 
consulting project. Our project provided a 
feasibility study for a new service line PVDWS 
has been considering. 

As a result of the project our team learned the 
value of strong communication, cooperation 
and was able to piece together the tools 
and knowledge that we gained over the two 
years of our studies. Overall we are proud of 
our accomplishments and especially of the 
contributions and efforts of each and every 
team member.
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Sharing is learning

  Working in Lotus team for a long time really 
helps us to understand each other quite well.  
By sharing, we are learning and developing 
together both in knowledge and our 
friendship.  Lotus group is a unique group and 
we believe in the uniqueness of each member 
that contributes to success of the team.

  In Lotus:

  “Coming together is a beginning.

  Keeping together is progress.

  Working together is success.” - Henry Ford.
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“The ability to learn from the journey and 
not only the final destination is meaningful to 
me and I greatly value my time at VEMBA 

for teaching me this.” 
Nguyen Hoang Van

teamwork

creative

“There is a unique opportunity for me to 
learn not only from the professors, but also 
from my peers. I have built a professional 

network with students in the cohort, alumni 
and community leaders.”

Vo Tung Phan 

In The Classroom
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“It has been a privilege to get to know 
each and everyone in the class. In the fu-
ture, I hope that we can accordingly con-

tribute to the society and our 
community together.”

Nguyen The Cam Hoan
  

professional.

teamwork.creative.

memories creative.

“You cannot imagine how much I changed 
myself in the past 18 months, thanks to my 

classmates and lecturers.”
Thai Le Huy

VEMBA Networking
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“I leave this program both exhausted and 
enlightened.  I have not only learned aca-
demically, but I have learned a lot socially.“

Jeffrey Wigmore

professional.

play hard

teamwork.creative. teamwork.

creative.

“There will be no difference once I have 
my MBA. I already feel different. It was the 
journey. And it has already changed me.”

Quyen Nguyen

VEMBA fun

passion.

teamwork
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“As I leave the program, I will take with 
me the valuable friendships that grew over 

the past 22 months, more grey hair and 
of course, my diploma!” 

Vincent Truong
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teamwork.creative. teamwork.

creative.

“Your confidence, depth, and performance 
will be measured by your relationships, by 

your impact on them, and by how you 
add value to our world.”

David Bangert & Linda Harris Bangert

VEMBA fun
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“Henry Ford said, ‘Coming together is a 
beginning. Keeping together is progress. 

Working together is success.’ In your own 
way, you have amazingly transported 

Ford’s message to the 21st century.”
Tung Bui
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memories

teamwork.creative.

network
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“I value all the chances I had to enrich my 
knowledge, business experience and ideas...

VEMBA is my family.”
Huynh Huynh Hung

Graduation
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memories
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Thank you for the memories.
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“Thanks friends for your different 
characteristics, views, expertise, cultures 
and languages, which made my EMBA 

program more colorful.”
Nguyen Thanh Nang
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