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Semester Overview

Welcome to the Fall 2021 Shidler Global

Leaders newsletter! This semester was very

unique as one first year and all second years

were abroad in Copenhagen, Denmark and

Seoul, South Korea. 

While, the second years were abroad, they were

still excited to virtually welcome seven new first

years! This was possible through several virtual

events that were held along with online

meetings that allowed us to get to know one

another. 

This newsletter highlights the activities our

scholars were involved in, including all our

experiences abroad! 
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The Shidler Office of Internships & Career Development virtually hosted the bi-

annual Career Expo on October 14th. The Career Expo was held on Handshake,

a platform that allows students to actively connect with recruiters and job

opportunities posted by companies from all industries. Shidler Global Leaders

contacted 51 employers and helped local and national companies prepare for

151 one-on-one and 235 group sessions with 167 students. During one-on-one

sessions, students had 10-minutes to video chat with recruiters, share their

resumé, and inquire about internships. 30-minute group sessions enabled

attendees to learn more about the presenting company and participate in a Q&A

session. 

Shidler Career Expo
October 14th, 2021

SERVICE TO SCHOOL
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On Tuesday, October 26th, the Shidler Alumni Association and Shidler Global Leaders

virtually hosted the annual Mentor Connect event. Executive Board members from

various Shidler clubs, the Shidler Global Leaders, and business professionals from the

Shidler Alumni Association came together for a wonderful night of networking. 

The event began with Teresa Hamabata from the Shidler Alumni Association and Dean

Vance Roley saying their opening remarks. Students and 

professionals were then sent into a 25-minute 

breakout room session. Each breakout room 

consisted of two or three students and two or 

three mentors. This allowed for students to ask 

questions and get to know the professionals. 

Following the first breakout session, everyone 

came together to play an international-themed 

game of Kahoot led by one of the SGLs. After the 

round of Kahoot, participants were sent into the second round of breakout sessions

with a new group. Between the second and third rounds of breakout sessions, an

individual from the Shidler Alumni Association hosted another Kahoot featuring a wide

array of subjects. Lance Higa, President of the Alumni Association, also shared a few

words with the entire group. 

To conclude the event, the Shidler Alumni Association said their final remarks. Prior to

the event, a LinkedIn group was created in lieu of business cards, and all attendees

were encouraged to join to stay connected. This event was a great way to meet our

Shidler peers, as well as gain advice from business professionals with very unique

backgrounds. Thank you to the Shidler Alumni Association for putting on a great event! 

Mentor Connect
October 26th, 2021
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For the second year in a row the Shidler College of Business’s annual scholarship

event was held virtually due to the global pandemic. To accommodate the vast

amount of scholarship recipients and donors the event was split into three

sessions held on November 1st, 2021. This split allowed for smaller breakout

sessions so everyone would be able to connect through meaningful

conversations. The event started with a warm welcome from Dean Vance Roley

followed by keynote speaker, Candes Meijide Gentry who received her

undergraduate and Bachelor’s degree from the college and was crowned Miss

Hawaii in 1999. The other speakers included graduate student scholarship

recipient, Christian Bowman, and undergraduate student and Shidler Global

Leader, Alyssa Mencel. We are so proud of Alyssa for this accomplishment. 

With over 100 scholarships available to students worth over $825,000, we are

truly grateful for all that the Shidler College of Business and its donors provide

students with. This was also the first semester since the pandemic that travel

scholarships were awarded again. All of the second year Shidler Global Leaders

were able to benefit from these travel scholarships as they went abroad to either

Denmark or South Korea. Although we all again missed lunch and being together,

the virtual event went seamlessly and we could all join in to celebrate these

amazing accomplishments whether from home in Hawaii or thousands of miles

away. 

Scholarship Luncheon
November 1st, 2021
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The first year Shidler Global Leaders (SGLs) had the opportunity to attend a 5-week

Personal Branding and Career Development Workshop series hosted by former

Starwood Hotels and Resorts executive, Mr. Keith Vieira, along with Mr. Richard

Varley, the Director of the Shidler College of Business Internship & Career

Development Office. From this workshop, the SGLs learned how to have an impactful

interview by conveying their core competencies through effective storytelling.

Mr. Vieira began the workshop series by emphasizing the importance of storytelling

and how it can be vital to standing out in the interview process. During the first session,

each student shared a unique story about themselves to help explain who they are

 today. These stories allowed the SGLs to

 get to know more about each other

 and practice their storytelling skills, 

which would continue to develop each 

session. The second session focused on 

using stories to convey core competencies;

 rather than just telling a company what 

they value, the students learned how to 

show them through personal experiences. 

In the next session, students built upon these skills by learning to tell stories that

aligned their values with the company’s mission and values to demonstrate knowledge

of the company and why they are the right fit. To culminate their time in the workshop,

the SGLs went through a mock interview during the fourth and fifth session, where

they practiced integrating storytelling techniques to answer behavioral interview

questions and give compelling final remarks.

The skills taught and refined in this workshop will remain with the SGLs throughout

their collegiate life and well into their professional careers. Thank you to Mr. Keith

Vieira for taking the time to share your insights and helping each of the SGLs develop

their storytelling and interviewing skills and to Mr. Richard Varley for setting up this

workshop and providing students with valuable feedback and advice!

Personal Branding Workshops
September - October 2021

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
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For the first community service project of the year, the Shidler Global Leaders in Oahu

joined over forty volunteers from the Shidler College of Business to help at the Hawaii

Foodbank on October 2nd. All volunteers adhered to safety protocol during the check-

in process, which required showing a proof of vaccination or negative COVID test

result and passing a temperature check. After a quick orientation, the volunteers split

into three groups, each of which would form an efficient assembly line to create the

bags of canned food. A completed bag contained canned corn, peaches, ravioli, and

tuna. 

Despite the lengthy packing process, everyone maintained a positive attitude while

connecting with one other and discussing the incredible value of the work. Together,

and united in the Shidler spirit, the volunteers packed 5,000 bags of food for keiki in

need at twenty-one schools in Oahu and eight schools in Kauai. 

Hawaii Foodbank
October 2nd, 2021

COMMUNITY SERVICE
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On October 30th, students in the University of Hawai’i Shidler Global Leaders (SGL)

volunteered with Helping Hands Hawaii (HHH) to help sort donations and organize

their warehouse. HHH is a non-profit that offers different services to qualified

individuals, and accepts and distributes donations of household items, food, and

equipment. These donations are held in the HHH warehouse which needs to be

organized and maintained to serve their customers. The SGL students worked together

to sort through sheets, towels, pillowcases, and clothes from the warehouse and

restocked shelves. They also helped set up donated Christmas decorations.

Helping Hands Hawaii
October 30th, 2021
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HUGS Hawaii
November 30th, 2021

On November 30th, 2021, Shidler Global Leaders assisted Help, Understanding &

Group Support Hawaii (HUGS Hawaii) by wrapping gifts and preparing grab bags for

their Christmas Gift Drive event. The Christmas Gift Drive event provides gifts to a

child who has been diagnosed with a life-threatening illness or disease, and their sibling

(when applicable).

The Christmas Gift Drive event is part of HUGS Hawaii’s year-long mission to provide

long-term support to families with children diagnosed with a life-threatening illness, to

ensure they don't have to face their challenges alone, and that their financial, spiritual,

and emotional needs are met. The event preparation was held at the HUGS Hawaii

Office at in Honolulu.



On Saturday, November 27th, the Shidler

Global Leaders (SGL’s) delivered food to the

Ronald McDonald House to help them

provide dinner for families currently staying

at the House. The Ronald McDonald House

provides off-island families of children with

serious illnesses a place to stay while the

children receive specialized care/treatment

on Oahu. Despite not being able to physically

help RMHC, the SGL’s food delivery helped to

provide a dinner for the residents of the

house. A few SGL’s even made their own

dishes, with some being able to use their

baking and cooking skills to provide a warm

meal for people currently at the Ronald

McDonald House. Since RMHC relies on

community support to assist its operations,

the  SGL’s donations of both food and supplies

were a great way to safely give back to the

community. 

Ronald McDonald's House
November 27th, 2021
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On December 30, 2021, the Shidler Global Leaders (SGLs) volunteered with

Malama Maunalua. This organization supports restoration efforts to remove

invasive algae, help filter stormwater runoff, and protect inhabitants of

Maunalua Bay. In total, the participants removed approximately 500 pounds of

invasive algae from 100 square meters within the Paikō Restoration Area. All of

the invasive algae was donated to the Keiki & Plow Farm to be recycled and used

as natural and organic compost. In all, it was a rewarding experience that allowed

the SGLs to learn about the environment and give back to the community during

the holiday season. 

Malama Maunalua
December 30, 2021 

SGL Newsletter F21 | Pg 9 



Putting the "global" in Shidler

Global Leaders has truly been

an honor. Having spent the past

semester abroad at Korea

University Business School, I

can attest that I have grown in

cultural appreciation, global

awareness, and personal

development. These past five

months have afforded me new

friendships and the ability to

tackle unknown challenges.

Studying at KUBS has been

beyond a phenomenal

experience. Adapting to a new

cultural environment and

experiencing the rigor of Asian

academics has afforded life-long

lessons that will continue to

shape the way I compose myself

and how I view the world.

Because of this experience, I'm

returning with a refreshed

boost of motivation, a renewed

sense of mindfulness, and a

heart full of memories. 

JJ Bernardo
Korea University, South Korea

SGLs ABROAD 
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Justina Bui
Ewha Womans University, South Korea

할 수 있어요 (hal su isseoyo) means “I can do it” in Korean. This phrase perfectly sums up

the resilience of living through an ongoing global pandemic yet feeling determined to

make my dreams come true. In Fall 2021, I was fortunate to study abroad in Seoul,

South Korea at the Ewha Womans University. My exchange program was unlike

others, where I lived off-campus with four complete strangers who attended the same

host university as me. I am so glad that this arrangement happened because I met my

lifelong friends who made my experience here a million times better. My roommates

are from diverse countries in Europe: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, and Sweden. The

house was filled with different languages, cultures, backgrounds, and lots of love. We

shared meals in the kitchen, hung out at cafes, watched musicals, traveled to new

places like Jeju Island, and so much more. Altogether, I not only immerse myself with

the Korean culture but gain a broader global awareness of other countries thanks to

my roommates

As I reflect on the past five months spent in South Korea, my mindset has grown more

personally and professionally through the experiences that I’ve encountered. It has

allowed me to learn more about the culture, meet people from all over the world, take

courses connected to international relations, use new transportation systems like the

subway, see snow for the first time, among other things. I developed a better

understanding of myself, the global business world, and how passionate I am to work

towards a career abroad that focuses on foreign affairs. Overall, I am extremely

appreciative of everyone and everything for making this opportunity a reality. This

eye-opening experience would not be possible without you, so I will continue to go

beyond, apply my knowledge, and grow into a global citizen. Once again, living in South

Korea will be a time in my life that I will forever cherish!



After my first experience studying abroad in Singapore during Spring 2020, I couldn't

wait to see  what my next international journey was going to be. Although my original

plans did not go as I hoped, I was very fortunate to still be able to go abroad to South

Korea and study at the Ewha Womans University. Prior to this study abroad, since I

had only gone to South Korea on vacation for several days two years ago, I was very

excited to fully dive into and experience life in a somewhat new country independently. 

Kelli Chinen
Ewha Womans University, South Korea

Since all my classes were asynchronous due to the

COVID-19 pandemic, I wasn't able to meet my

classmates. However, I was able to meet new people

through some friends, which I am grateful for.

Furthermore, having to make my own schedule, it

allowed me to explore South Korea and experience

places while avoiding crowds, which I appreciated.

Looking back, there are many experiences I would

love to share with everyone. Some of my favorite

memories was definitely trying the various Korean

dishes, wearing a hanbok (한복), going to an

amusement park in a school uniform, visiting popular

kdrama filming sites, and Korean entertainment

companies. All these experience would definitely not

have been possible without the support of Shidler as

well as my family and friends. Thank you to everyone

who supported me through this journey as it would

not have been possible without you all!  
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Ila Ferris
Copenhagen Business School, Denmark

My semester abroad in Copenhagen exceeded all of my expectations and I am so

thankful that I was able to fulfill my goal to study abroad during my college

career. After what felt like a long waiting game to study abroad due to the

ongoing pandemic, I was completely thrilled to receive the green light that it was

safe enough to travel. Given that I had never traveled outside of the country

prior to this semester, my experience completely opened my eyes to the

beauties of traveling and diving into a variety of cultures. Along with exploring

Denmark, I am fortunate that I was able to safely visit five other countries

including Sweden, Italy, Hungary, Spain, and the Netherlands. 

Participating in Denmark's culture of prioritizing a

healthy work-life balance, I was able to improve my

daily routine and understand the importance of

taking time for myself and my happiness.  Creating

"hygge" environments (one of the most fundamental

aspects of the cozy and comfortable Danish culture) 

 and reflecting on what I'm grateful for are elements

that I especially apply in my current lifestyle. I now

truly understand why Denmark is statistically one of

the happiest countries in the world! 



After not traveling for over a year because of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was exciting

to finally see new scenery over four thousand miles away from Hawaii. I am so grateful

for my study abroad experience this past semester at Seoul National University in

South Korea. Although I had traveled to Korea for a two week vacation over five years

ago, it was a vastly different experience going to school in a foreign country for an

extended period of time. I was able to meet new people from all over the world, live like

a local, and truly immerse myself in the Korean culture. I lived in a 140 square foot

goshiwon where the toilet and sink were in the enclosed shower room, rode the

subway nearly everywhere, went hiking where old ladies beat me to the top, and ate

kimchi and rice for almost every meal. 

Sydni Kim
Seoul National University, South Korea

One of the cool things about living abroad is seeing

how different yet similar the world is. I admittedly

spent way too much time at American chains, but as a

business student, I can’t help but take a look at how

companies I’m familiar with operate in other parts of

the world. Korea is known to be technologically savvy,

so even a place like Baskin-Robbins uses a kiosk

ordering system. Real estate is precious in Seoul, so

stores are often found in basements. I went to a Costco

where you enter on level one and checkout in the

basement. Another aspect of Korea is that they are

environmentally conscious. When dining-in at

Starbucks, you would be given your drink in a glass cup

that can be washed and reused. Of course, companies

cater to the local audience preferences, such as

McDonald’s serving a bulgogi burger and affogato. It’s

so fascinating to me to see how each company adapted

to Korean society. 
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With anticipation to study abroad since my

Freshman year, there was a lot of excitement

to learn, explore, and fully experience South

Korea. Some of my favorite moments

included dressing in traditional 한복 attire,

visiting endless art museums and cultural

spaces, and trying the spiciest food I've ever

had. I have countless memories and stories I

look forward to keeping and learning from as

I continue to grow. 

Living in Seoul was not only a new experience

from a cultural perspective, but also a

personal one. It was my first time living on my

own, away from family. It was lonely at first,

but I really challenged myself to become

comfortable with just my company. By the

end of the semester, I visited museums, parks

and many new places on my own. People

often talk about the many friendships they

make while studying abroad, but this trip also

gave me a lot of self confidence and

comfortability in going solo. 

I'm extremely grateful for each memory in

Seoul, which would have been impossible

without the support of the school and many

professionals investing in young students like

me. As a Korean American myself, I can't wait

to return to South Korea and share these

places and experiences with my family too.
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Natalie Kwon
Yonsei University, South Korea 



Studying abroad in Denmark was an

amazing experience and I highly

recommend if anyone has the

opportunity to visit this beautiful

country they should. There is a word

in Danish called 'Hygge', which

essentially encompasses a feeling of

coziness, contentment, and well-being

found through cherishing the little

things. The Danish culture is truly

reflective of Hygge and it is something

I will now try to incorporate into my

everyday life. 

Alyssa Mencel
Copenhagen Business School, Denmark 

Alongside gaining valuable life

experiences through living in a different

country, by studying abroad I was also

able to meet some wonderful people.

My friends made abroad are truly

friends for life. Through this experience,

I was also able to travel throughout

Europe. In all, I visited 5 other countries

including Sweden, Hungary, Italy, Spain,

and Switzerland. 

I hope to return to some of these places

soon and could not be more grateful for

the memories I made this past semester. 
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During the Fall 2021 semester I got the

opportunity to study abroad in Copenhagen,

Denmark at Copenhagen Business School! It

was one of the best experiences and the

best time of my life. It was amazing to

immerse myself into another culture, I felt

as though everyday I was learning

something new whether it be about myself,

Danish culture, or European business. It was

cool to live in such a sustainable place, rarely

anyone drives cars there and instead they all

ride bicycles, which was a big adjustment.

But I grew to love cycling around

Copenhagen, it allowed me to truly explore

the entirety of the city!

Another amazing aspect of this

semester abroad was being able to

make friends from all over the world.

Also, being in Europe allowed us to

travel very easily, I was able to travel to

eight different countries while I was

abroad. It was crazy to see the

similarities and differences between all

the different European countries that I

visited. I felt like I gained a new sense of

independence and a desire to learn

more about different cultures! Overall,

it was a great experience that I would

recommend to anyone, I am so grateful

for my time abroad
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Mark Ushiroda
Copenhagen Business School, Denmark


