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While the global automotive industry’s origins date back to the 1890’s, these are innovative times for the industry. Concerns 
about climate change and rising fuel costs are driving auto makers to increase electrification of vehicles, and manufacturers 
are planning to introduce fully autonomous vehicles to the market in the next decade. These innovations require 
improvements in battery technology, charging infrastructure investments, and a redesigned supply chain to address shortages 
in the semiconductor and precious metals industries. How can Hawaii prepare for, and benefit from these transformations? 
This year’s lecture will address the geopolitical tensions, policy responses and implications of the transformation of 
transportation in the U.S., Hawaii, and the Asia Pacific region.

Moderator –

Jay Fidell, founder, president and CEO of ThinkTech Hawaii, Inc. 

Keynote Speaker –

Tom Cooney, vice president of global public policy at General Motors

Tom Cooney is the vice president of global public policy at General Motors (GM). He oversees GM’s 
international engagement and is responsible for collaborative partnerships with the U.S. and foreign 
governments in support of GM’s vision of carbon neutrality by 2040 and an all-electric future with zero 
emissions, zero crashes, and zero congestion. In addition to these core government relations duties, 
Tom and his team made critical contributions to the GM “Project V” team that built and delivered 
30,000 life-saving ventilators in record time during the early weeks of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Prior to joining GM in June of 2019, Tom held several leadership positions within the U.S. State 
Department during his distinguished 25-year diplomatic career. He attained the senior foreign service 
rank of Minister-Counselor. Past assignments included long-term chargé d’affaires of the U.S. Embassy 
in Argentina and deputy chief of mission in both Argentina and Hong Kong. Tom also completed 
diplomatic assignments in Beijing, Shanghai, Santiago, Washington and with U.S.  
Indo-Pacific Command as a foreign policy advisor.
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Keynote Speaker

Tom Cooney is the Vice President of Global Public Policy at General Motors. He oversees GM’s 
international engagement and is responsible for collaborative partnerships with the U.S. and foreign 
governments in support of the General Motors vision of carbon neutrality by 2040 and an all-electric 
future with Zero Emissions, Zero Crashes, and Zero Congestion. In addition to these core government 
relations duties, Tom and his team made critical contributions to the GM “Project V” team that built 
and delivered 30,000 life-saving ventilators in record time during the early weeks of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Prior to joining GM in June of 2019, Tom held several leadership positions within the U.S. 
State Department during his distinguished 25-year diplomatic career. He attained the Senior Foreign 
Service rank of Minister-Counselor. Past assignments included long-term Chargé d’Affaires of the U.S. 
Embassy in Argentina and Deputy Chief of Mission in both Argentina and Hong Kong. Tom also 
completed diplomatic assignments in Beijing, Shanghai, Santiago, Washington and with U.S. Indo-
Pacific Command as a Foreign Policy Advisor.

Public Policy for General Motors in Detroit.  Cooney, a native of Detroit, speaks Spanish and 
Mandarin Chinese. He was a career member of the U.S. foreign service, having served as a foreign 
policy advisor to the Commanding General of the United States Army, Pacific and as Deputy Consul 
General to the Consulate General in Hong Kong and Macau. He was the Deputy Commissioner 
General for the USA pavilion at Expo 2010 during his tenure as Public Affairs Officer of the United 
States Consulate General Shanghai. Cooney became Deputy Chief of Mission of the U.S. Diplomatic 
Mission to Argentina on July 30, 2016, and took office as the interim Ambassador to Argentina upon 
the resignation of Noah Mamet on January 20, 2017. In 2019, he was hired by General Motors to lead 
its international government relations teams globally. In 2021, Cooney joined the board of directors of 
Global Ties Detroit, a non-profit that seeks to strengthen Detroit’s international partnerships. In his 
free time, he enjoys riding on his motorcycle and spending time with his family and dog.

Chiaoning Su is an assistant professor in communication, journalism, and public relations at Oakland 
University. She served as the 2018-2020 president of the Association for Chinese Communication Studies. Her 
previous work on journalism and East Asian geopolitics have been published in Media, Culture and Society, 
International Journal of Communication, Asian Journal of Communication, and the Taiwan Journal 
of Democracy. She is the recipient of the 2020 Honors College Inspiration Award and the 2021 Teaching 
Excellence Award at Oakland University. Prior to her academic career, Su worked as a communication 
specialist at Ogilvy Public Relations and for several political campaigns in Taiwan.

http://shidler.hawaii.edu
http://shidler.hawaii.edu/paulchung/register

