Minutes of Faculty Meeting
September 18, 2023
10:00 am to 11:30 am.
PwC Room
 


Attendees: Liming Guan, Boochun Jung, Jee-hae Lim, Myron Mitsuyasu, Gary Nishikawa (via Zoom), Chris Park, Hamid Pourjalali, Abhishek Ramchandani, Kristine Santaniello, Jenny Teruya, Mary Woollen, Il Sun Yoo, and Jian Zhou

Excused: Manu Ka'iama, Tom Pearson, David Yang (sabbatical) 

After minor edits, the minutes of 9/18/2023 were approved
Pourjalali provided a summary of actions taken to address MAcc Capstone courses. Four separate one-credits of Acc 460 will become two separate two-credits of Acc 465. The coverage will remain the same.
 
Teruya and Santaniello reported that the number of students who joined accounting student organizations has increased significantly, and students are very involved. 

Jung reported that the number of papers submitted for HARC-2024 was 30% more than the year before, and the number of students who joined HARDI-2024 is the largest since it was started in 2021. 

Park reported on significant efforts to recruit qualified Ph.D. students for the accounting program. Pourjalali and Jung have also supported that additional resources would be allocated from HARC to those who apply and get accepted to the Ph.D. program. Additional support will be provided to those students who work with Faculty to publish (beyond their jobs as R.A.s). 

Lim reported that FSEC was interested in the answer to the following two questions to make a case if students should be required to own a computer for their studies and if Shidler College needs to invest in additional software for students. 
1. Do you require a computer for your class (with the course # and name)?
2. Do you require any software or other technologies for your class (with the course # and name)?
3. Any comment(s) to be shared or considered regarding this matter. 
Pourjalali provided two examples (one that a senior faculty gets involved in research with junior faculty members without a meaningful contribution and expects to be named as a co-author, and one that a faculty forces a Ph.D. student to include him/her as a co-author in the independent research performed by Ph.D. students without an appropriate contribution). He indicated that these issues are severe, and universities (including UHM) have internal systems that deal with such actions. He also provided a policy adopted by another school that defined what constitutes an appropriate contribution and what would not be a proper reason for Authorship. While some faculty suggested adapting the suggested policy, he suggested that they should reconsider it for the next meeting.   

Pourjalali indicated he would seek Dean Roley's support for two new positions. One at the tenure track level and the other at an instructor level. He noted these positions would help the SOA's Faculty needs and course coverage. He also indicated that he had asked for executive administrative support for the SOA Director and an additional advisor for OSAS to help and advise accounting students. 

Jung requested that the Faculty provide their grade distribution. Since, unfortunately, the College no longer provides these reports, Pourjalali volunteered to set up a Google spreadsheet for Faculty to report their grade distribution. Pourjalali reminded the Faculty that the grade distribution is part of the SOA-approved processes. 

Zhou suggested extending the relationship between SOA and Big Four accounting firms. Nishikawa indicated accounting firms in Hawaii and the mainland U.S. have different needs.

Other agenda items were postponed to the next SOA meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am. 
