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Guidelines/Policy on Authorship 

An author is an individual who has made a significant intellectual or scholarly contribution to 
research. A contribution is substantial if the project cannot be conceived, implemented and/or 
successfully concluded without it. 

An open and honest discussion about Authorship and the order of authors should be held with all 
potential authors in the early stages. If the contribution changes, this can be a 'living document' 
that evolves over time. 

The purpose of this policy at the SOA is to identify what is considered Authorship in the School 
of Accountancy. 

Authorship must include one or more of the following (if it is meaningful original identification). 

• Conception and design of the project 
• Processing and/or transformation of data 
• Contribution of knowledge 
• Analysis and interpretation of research data 
• Drafting significant parts of the research output or revising it  
•  

Authorship does NOT mean: 

• participation solely in the acquisition of funding 
• general supervision of the research group 
• being Head of School or holding other positions of authority or esteem 
• providing technical support or advice (for example, proofreading of a paper rather than 

significant revision of a paper or providing RAship) 
• providing data that has already been published or materials obtained from a third party 

  

The cases in which the guideline/policy is not followed must be reported to the Dean of the 
Shidler College of Business. The Dean will attempt to remedy inappropriate situations and/or 
help the affected Faculty with his/her grievances.  

 


